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Sundays: 
9:45 am   Sunday School
11:00am   Morning Worship
6:00pm   Vespers (Second Sundays)

Wednesdays:
8:00am   Men’s Prayer Breakfast
5:00pm   Children’s Choirs / Youth Choir
5:50pm   Family Night Supper
6:20pm   Children’s Missions
6:30pm   Prayer Service LIFE on MainStreet
7:10pm   Sanctuary Choir
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Wednesday Nights at Highland Hills
Beginning Wednesday, January 7
Join us for children’s choirs, youth choir, mission organizations, Family Night Supper and Prayer 
Service.

Plotting Your 
Path: How to 
Have an Epiphany
By Jake Hall

I’ve heard it said that the only thing that packs up 
and leaves town faster than the circus is the spirit of 
Christmas. Maybe you have already packed up your 
Christmas spirit with the boxes of decorations and 
strings of lights, placing on the shelf the story of Jesus’ 
birth until next year when we bring it out again. 

The story, however, is not over. Christmas is more than 
just one day on the calendar; the church celebrates a 
season of Christmas; 12 days to celebrate the birth of 
the child king. As we follow along in the story of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph are met years later by the arrival of 
the wise men. Now, I know the wise men mark our 
manger scenes that we have sitting on display in our 
homes, but it took some time for those three wise men 
to find the holy family. We call this period of time the 
Epiphany. Just as the wise men looked up to the sky 
and saw a star that changed their direction during the 
season of Epiphany, we look out into the world and 
wonder at the signs God has placed in our path and 
where God might be leading us. Here are some ways to 
lean into this season of wandering wonder.

1. Take notice of the world around you and ask 
questions of what you see.

The word “epiphany” sounds like one of those things 
that just happens… something for which you cannot 
prepare…or control. But really, signs of God’s work 
in the world are all around us. You will not see them 
unless you are looking. So the first way to live into the 
season is to begin to intentionally look around at your 

life and ask: “Who is God calling me to 
be?” and “What is God calling me to do?” 

2. Be willing to risk where you are, for 
where God might be calling you. 

Once you have begun to pay attention to 
your life and have some sense of where 
God might be leading you, then it is time 
to begin the risky journey of following 
God, and learn the lessons that this 
season may hold. Just as those wise men 
from long ago left their homes and their 
country, we must be willing to change, 
experience new climates, find new 
ministries in which to serve, in order to 
experience the lived wisdom of Epiphany. 

3. Invest your best gifts in this new 
journey with God.

Once you have sensed God calling you 
and you are willing to respond to that 
call, you must now invest all of your gifts 
in this new thing to which you are called. 
Now we’re talking about something more 
serious than a New Year’s resolution, 
but it might be helpful for you to think 
of this as a spiritual resolution. This is 
the time to commit to a new practice of 
prayer, of generosity, of service to God, of 
forgiveness, and of love. 

I don’t know where God is calling you 
in your life. I do know this, if you listen 
to God, if you obediently follow, if you 
offer your gifts for Christ’s sake, then, 
like the wise men, you will have your own 
epiphany. You will have your own story of 
the good news to share. 

1/1-1/2/2015 New Years Day
  Church Office Closed

1/4 Epiphany
 9:45am Sunday School
 11:00am Morning Worship
   Children’s Worship
1/5 No Handbells

1/6 10:00am WOM
 6:30pm The Gathering at Taste & See
 7:00pm PIM

1/7 Regular Wednesday Activities

1/11 9:45am Sunday School
 11:00am Morning Worship/Lord’s Supper
 4:30pm Touch Ministry
 5:00pm Seekers in Sneakers/
   Parenting in the Pew
 6:00pm Evening Vespers
 6:30pm Deacons’ Meeting

1/12 No Handbells

1/13 11:00am Jim Dandies
 6:30pm The Gathering at Taste & See

1/14 Regular Wednesday Activities

1/16 Youth Leave for Jubilate Retreat

1/18 9:45am Sunday School
 11:00am Morning Worship
 6:00pm Jubilate Concert at HHBC

1/19 Church Office Closed
 No Handbells

1/20 6:30pm The Gathering at Taste & See
 7:00pm Taize Service

1/21 Regular Wednesday Activities

1/25 9:45am Sunday School
 11:00am Morning Worship

1/26 7:00pm Handbells

1/27 6:30pm The Gathering at Taste & See
 
1/28 Regular Wednesday Activities
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Anniversaries & Birthdays

January
Anniversaries

Twenty-one years ago, 
Jubilate was born. 
The Youth Choir of 
Highland Hills has 
been a part of this 
wonderful festival 
since its inception. 
On Sunday evening, 
January 18, we will 

have the privilege of hosting the Jubilate! Festival Singers as 
they present their concert right here at Highland Hills. Jubilate, 
which means “joyful,” is pronounced “you bih lah tay.” 

The Jubilate Choir is made up of youth choirs from six churches 
throughout the southeast. Those churches include FBC of 
Aiken, South Carolina, FBC of Avondale Estates, Georgia, 
Broadway Baptist in Louisville, Kentucky, FBC of Macon, 
Georgia, Highland Hills, and newcomer FBC of Greenville, South 
Carolina. There are approximately 150 singers in the winter 
Jubilate Choir. The choir will meet in Atlanta for their weekend 
retreat and then present their music in the morning worship 

service at a church in Atlanta and then that evening at Highland 
Hills.

The youth of our church always look forward to rekindling 
friendships and learning new music each year. Our youth choir 
loves participating in Jubilate and is excited about sharing this 
experience once again. We hope that you will share it with them. 
By the way, their summer tour is scheduled for June 6-11 in 
Louisville, Kentucky, if you can’t make the concert in January, or 
you’d just like to hear them again.

   
   
   

Sharing the Light with Our Children
Seekers in Sneakers

1/3 Barbara & Daniel Sikes
1/4 Billy & Carolyn Anderson
1/4 Anne & Neil Heath
1/6 Lex Horton & Tammy Riherd
1/7 Buddy & Gloria Marshall
1/10 John & Kathryn Willis
1/20 Garry & Kay Williams
1/22 Jeanna & Mark Cundiff
1/28 Cammie & Thomas McCook

1/1 Bill Wohlford
1/2 Dianna Glymph
1/3 Gracie Rehberg
1/3 Barbara Sikes
1/4 Natalie Cundiff
1/7 Adrien Page
1/8 Susan Marie McCord
1/8 Inez McLendon
1/9 Girard Jones
1/9 Beverly Schaaf
1/12 John Lane

Birthdays

1/13 LeAnn Johns
1/16 Lynn Priester
1/16 Dot Wynens
1/17 Terry Walston
1/18 Will Bowden
1/18 Pat Elliott
1/19 Cliff Brown
1/20 Rob McCord
1/20 Ford Patterson
1/23 Philip Lord
1/24 Eugenia Espy
1/24 Ben Griffin
1/24 Lisa Hernandez
1/24 John Medlin
1/25 Marvin Campbell
1/25 Jean Trotter
1/26 John Page
1/26 Cecil Staton
1/26 Kathryn Willis
1/27 Warren Moncrief
1/28 Ann Sims
1/29 Doug Corbin
1/29 Conner Davis
1/29 Jayne Gammons
1/29 Lisa Walker
1/31 Jean Keene

On Children’s Sunday in November, 
we talked about the responsibility that 
we have to carry the light of Christ in 
our lives and to share that light with 
our children. Sharing Christ with our 
children means nurturing that gift in 
their lives. We do this in simple, yet 
meaningful ways. We share light when 
we engage our children in worship and 
the study of God’s Word. We share light 
when we pray with and for our children. 
We share light when we practice the 
traditions and customs of our faith.

It is our hope that our children 
will receive the light and that it will 
burn brightly in their own lives. The 
Children’s Ministry of Highland Hills 
wants to partner with families in 
helping to share the light with our 
children. Each year in January, we hold 
a class for children who are interested 
in making a profession of faith in 

Christ and want to follow Christ in 
baptism. This class is called “Seekers 
in Sneakers.” Seekers in Sneakers will 
be held on Sunday, January 11, at 5:00 
p.m. While the children are meeting 
with our Minister to Children, Ruth 
DuCharme, parents are invited to join 
our pastor, Jake Hall, for a casual time 
of conversation about the ways that 
parents can guide their children in 
faith.

Jubilate Festival Singers in Concert at Highland Hills
Sunday, January 18, at 6:00 p.m.

Rehearsals Begin for Children’s Musical

The story of Esther has all of the 
ingredients for a Hollywood movie—a 
beautiful and spirited heroine, a dark-
hearted villain, a plot filled with twists, 
danger, and intrigue. And in the midst 
of this excitement we find a powerful 

message—the smallest person acting 
bravely can make an enormous 
difference because God has placed 
them where they are for a reason.

Not only does this story make for an 
exciting Hollywood movie, it makes for 
a great children’s musical. Preparing 
and presenting the spring musical is 
a highlight of the choir year for our 
children. When Children’s Choirs 
resume on Wednesday, January 7, they 
will begin working on the musical Malice 
in the Palace. All children in first through 
sixth grade are encouraged to be a part 
of this presentation.

Continued on p. 3. 

Telling Our Stories  
on Wednesday Nights

Wednesday evenings at Highland Hills are 
not just for kids! It’s true that our church is 
extra lively on Wednesdays because of the 
energy that the children and youth bring, 
but our Wednesday evening schedule offers 
something for everyone. In the middle of 
each week, our church family gathers for a 
time to enjoy faith, family, and fellowship. 

The highlight of the evening each week is 
the Family Night Supper and Prayer Service. 
During January, Jake will be leading a series 
titled, “Telling Our Stories.” Through this 
series of Wednesday evening studies, we will 
invite church members to tell the stories of 
their involvement at Highland Hills. As we 
listen to these stories each week, we will also 
hear the larger story of our church’s history 
and faith story.

Come, join the family gatherings each 
Wednesday evening, as we listen and laugh 
together in the telling of our stories. 

Children’s Musical, continued.

Rehearsals will take place each Wednesday at 
5:00 p.m. in the Children’s Choir room. The 
children will immediately begin working on the 
songs and drama of this musical to be presented 
on May 13, 2015. 


