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Thinking SMART  
in 2018

By Jake Hall

Something kind of magical happens when the minute 
hand hits twelve and the ball drops in New York City or 
even when the Cherry Blossom Ball drops here in Macon. 
Everything seems possible. A kind of optimistic amnesia 
falls upon most of us. Collectively, we are inspired to make 
new resolutions in this season and are hopeful for the 
new year. At the same time, we forget how familiar most 
of these resolutions have become over the years. We 
forget the familiarity of these new year’s resolutions. Our 
habits, at least for the moment, seem less ingrained and 
our outlook bright. This year it will be different. 

Most personal resolutions fall into three categories. 
People focus on their financial wealth, their physical 
health, and balancing their time and schedules. 
Resolutions are a way to note and name who you want to 
be in the following year and what you want to do. Sadly, 
most resolutions don’t persist into the next month, much 
less, the next year. 

During our recent visioning process at Highland Hills, we 
learned about SMART goals. Smart goals are Specific, 
Measurable, Attainable, Relevant, and Timely. These 
SMART conditions challenge us to develop our vague 
resolutions into something manageable, a specific task for 
day-to-day living. Consider most personal resolutions, like 
health, wealth, and time. Instead of vaguely resolving to 
have more money, a SMART goal would name how much 
money one wants to save per month and the budgeting 
and expense actions necessary to accomplish that goal. 
So, if your resolution is to be a millionaire by February, 
then your goal is specific, measurable and relevant to 
your life, but not timely or attainable. Likewise, if your 
stated goal is to be more healthy, then specific actions are 
a prerequisite for change, like, scheduling a physical with 

your doctor or speaking with a nutritionist 
combined with daily changes to your routine 
of work and rest.  SMART goals keep us 
moving forward and press us for specificity 
as we work out our resolutions. 

We took our time this past year to be sure 
of our collective resolve and to listen deeply 
to our congregation and community. We 
didn’t wait for the new year to begin to 
embody these lessons. Over the course of 
2017, we started new outreach ministries 
and welcomed family after family into the 
congregation. In 2017, we met new partners 
for missions and ministry.  Now, in 2018, 
we continue to embody these convictions, 
further these partnerships, and continue 
to shape our common life around these 
resolutions not as a vague hope, but as a 
considered goal. In order to continue our 
work together we need more than good 
intentions, we need new structures and new 
routines and new habits if we are to inhabit 
these resolutions, both in our homes and in 
our congregation. 

This month, our Ministry Leadership team 
will gather and gear up for 2018. Specifically, 
we will retool and pick up a few new habits 
and actions to help our committees and 
teams accomplish their goals in the coming 

1/1 Church Office Closed

1/3 No Wednesday Night Activities

1/7 Epiphany Sunday
 9:45am Sunday School
 11:00am Morning Worship

1/9 11:00pm Jim Dandies
 6:00pm PIM at restaurant

1/10 Regular Wednesday Activities

1/13 Jubilate Winter Retreat

1/14 9:45am Sunday School
 11:00am Morning Worship/Communion/ 
   Deacon Ordination
 12:00pm Deacons’ Meeting
 3:00pm Jubilate Concert at  
   Avondale Estates

1/15 Church Office Closed

1/16 7:00pm Taize Service

1/17 Regular Wednesday Activities

1/21 9:45am Sunday School
 11:00am Worship Service
 12:00pm Vision 20/20 Training Lunch

1/24 6:00pm Family Night Supper &  
   Prayer Service ONLY
 7:00pm Jen Hatmaker Event at  
   Grand Opera House

1/28 9:45am Sunday School
 11:00am Worship Service

Wednesday Nights at Highland Hills
Beginning Wednesday, January 10

Join us for children’s choirs, youth choir, Sanctuary Choir, mission organizations,  
Family Night Supper, and Prayer Service.
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Anniversaries & Birthdays

January
Anniversaries

1/3 Barbara and Daniel Sikes
1/4 Anne and Neil Heath
1/6 Lex Horton and Tammy Riherd
1/7 Buddy and Gloria Marshall
1/10 John and Kathryn Willis

1/1 Bill Wohlford
1/2 Dianna Glymph
1/3 Gracie Rehberg
1/3 Barbara Sikes
1/7 Adrien Page
1/8 Susan Marie McCord
1/8 Inez McLendon
1/9 Girard Jones
1/9 Beverly Schaaf
1/12 John Lane
1/16 Lynn Priester
1/16 Dot Wynens
1/18 Will Bowden
1/18 Pat Elliott
1/19 Cliff Brown

Birthdays

1/20 Rob McCord
1/20 Ford Patterson
1/22 Drake Miscall
1/23 Philip Lord
1/24 Eugenia Espy
1/24 Lisa Hernandez
1/24 John Medlin
1/25 Marvin Campbell
1/25 Jean Trotter
1/26 John Page
1/26 Cecil Staton
1/26 Kathryn Willis
1/27 Warren Moncrief
1/28 Ann Sims
1/29 Doug Corbin
1/29 Conner Davis
1/29 Jayne Gammons
1/29 Lisa Walker
1/31 Jean Keene

We are thrilled and excited to share that Highland Hills Baptist Church 
is the host for the Moxie Matters tour coming to Macon in January! 
Moxie Matters is an evening with bestselling author Jen Hatmaker 
and singer/songwriter Nichole Nordeman. The event is Wednesday, 
January 24, at 7:00 p.m. at The Grand Opera House. The format is a 
blend of music, stories, laughter, and conversation (7:00 p.m. – 10:00 

p.m.; doors open at 6:00 p.m.). Our regular Wednesday programming on January 24 will be somewhat modified as we help carry out 
this event at The Grand. We hope that you will make plans to attend this evening of Moxie Matters. Information about ways you can 
volunteer is coming soon.   

As a host, HHBC will play a role in welcoming, introducing, and sharing with our neighbors about how Highland Hills is following God 
in this season. Consider what it will mean to gather more than 1,000 people together to hear a story of mess, moxie and redemption. 
Pray about how we can let those moments ripple through the real lives of people in the Macon area. Everyone is invited to purchase 
a ticket for “Moxie Matters” on our church website, or by calling the church office. We will also host some guests from our ministry 
partnerships at this event. Invite your friends and neighbors to come and enjoy an evening with Jen Hatmaker and Nichole Nordeman. 

HHBC Hosts Jen Hatmaker Event

This January the Jubilate Festival Singers will 
celebrate the 25th annual Jubilate retreat and 
concert. The Highland Hills youth choir has 
attended every Jubilate retreat and summer tour 
and this year is no exception. Jubilate XXV will 
not only feature the current youth choirs from 
Georgia, South Carolina, and Kentucky, it will also 
include many of the Jubilate alums who have 
been a part of the choir in years past and have 
been invited to be a part of this year’s festivities.  

The directors, Stanley Roberts, Mark Green, 
James Bennett, Robert Gammon, and Cass 
DuCharme have chosen ten of their favorite 
Jubilate anthems to perform this year in 
celebration of this special milestone event. 

The retreat will be held on Saturday and Sunday, 
January 13 and 14 at First Baptist Church, 
Avondale Estates. The special 25th anniversary 
Jubilate concert will be held at FBC Avondale 
Estates on Sunday, January 14 at 3:00 p.m. 
Although the concert will not be in Macon, all are 
invited to go to Avondale Estates and hear our 
youth choir sing with the Jubilate Festival Singers 
in Jubilate XXV! Make plans to attend. You won’t 
want to miss it. 

Jubilate XXV
25th Anniversary Concert

On Sunday, January 14, our church family will 
ordain three new deacons to serve at Highland 
Hills. Join us as we share prayers and words 
of encouragement with the following servant 
leaders: Mike Fuller, Ben Huston, Susan Jones.

Deacon Ordination

Singing is the art of combining words and melodies and creating a song. 
Worshipful singing is the art of combining these elements and creating a 
prayer. Highland Hills is a singing congregation. Highland Hills is a praying 
congregation. These two things don’t just happen. They come together 
when spiritual formation and music education form the background of 
our faith development programs. These training programs begin at a 
young age in our congregation with programs that intentionally teach 
musical skills and biblical knowledge. Our Highland Hills Preschool Choir 
and Children’s Choir provide a space for this type of learning. In a time 
when many churches have abandoned graded choir programs, we have 
maintained these programs because we believe in their importance and 
purpose.

We learn most of our disciplines and skills when we are children. If we 
want to continue the art of church music and worshipful singing, we 
must engage our children in this practice while they are young. Each 
Wednesday night our children are invited to participate in our choir 
program. Choirs meet at 5:00 p.m. each week. Beginning in January, our 
Children’s Choir will begin work on a program for the spring. This is a 
great time to become a part of our singing team.

Adults, singing isn’t just for children. If you enjoy music, the camaraderie 
that comes with being a part of a small group, and have a desire to offer 
your gifts, then maybe it’s time for you to join our adult choir. This choir 
meets on Wednesday following Prayer Service, and its members would be 
delighted to add some new voices to its ranks. 

Let’s continue the great music tradition of Highland Hills Baptist Church. 
Let’s learn and sing together.

Let Them Sing!

January is the month when our 
Children’s Ministry traditionally sets 
aside time to talk with our children 
about faith, baptism, and discipleship. This year we will seek to accomplish that 
in a different way. We are setting aside Wednesday, January 10, as an evening for 
Making Disciples.

Our first through sixth graders will begin the evening at 5:00 p.m. with 
an abbreviated choir time where we will talk about plans for our spring 
performance. At 5:30 p.m., our children will be divided into two groups. One 
group will be for children who have not made a profession of faith. They will be 
guided through a time of questions and answers with one of our ministers about 
the steps of becoming a Christian, baptism, and church membership. Children 
who have already made a profession of faith will meet with another minister to 
talk about the role of a disciple in following the ways of Christ.

The children will come back together and sit as a group for supper from 6:00-
6:30 p.m. in the Great Room. At 6:30 p.m., they will be dismissed to their 
mission classes, and the evening will conclude at our normal dismissal time of 
7:00 p.m. Make plans for your child to be a part of this opportunity for learning 
about the steps of faith.

Making Disciples

While the youth, children, and preschoolers are 
engaged in choir and care, consider one of these 
offerings for adults during the five o’clock hour:

• Happy Hour: HH is a small group for women, that 
meets in the Rodney Brown SS Classroom 

• Stitches: this group makes prayer shawls and 
blankets along with other projects, like Sole Hope 
or Chase the Chill. Even if you don’t know how to 
stitch, these women are patient teachers and great 
conversationalists.

• Sermon Dialogue Forum: Join Pastor Jake around 
the table in the library to dialogue about last week’s 
message and look ahead to next week’s text. 

• A Service of REST: In the middle of the week we all 
need some space for reflection and silence. Our chapel 
will be open from 5:00-6:00 for a personal space of 
silence and reflection. Use the guide provided each 
week or simply take a moment to catch your breath in 
sacred space. 

• Coffee and Conversation: Many of our members 
gather before our Family Night Supper to catch up. 
Grab a cup of coffee and chat with your friends in the 
Great Room before Family Night Supper begins.

5 at 5 at HHBC


