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Sundays: 
9:45 am   Sunday School
11:00am   Morning Worship
6:00pm   Vespers (Second Sundays)

Wednesdays:
8:00am   Men’s Prayer Breakfast
5:00pm   Children’s Choirs / Youth Choir
5:50pm   Family Night Supper
6:20pm   Children’s Missions
6:30pm   Prayer Service LIFE on MainStreet
7:10pm   Sanctuary Choir
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Super Bowl Party
Sunday, February 2 at 6:00 p.m.
Gather in the Great Room for pizza and fun! Bring your favorite snack foods to share.

A Shift in 
Perspective

By Jake Hall

If you have ever been there then you already know 
that Yellowstone National Park is one of the most 
beautiful places in this country. Its mountains are full 
and majestic. Its meadows are lush and dotted with 
deer and bison. The entire park lives with the popping 
sounds of mud pots, hot springs, and geysers, like the 
famous Old Faithful. For a time, the entire park was 
thought to have been the product of a long extinct 
volcano, the evidence was everywhere, and yet some 
of the tell tale signs of volcanic activity were missing. 

In A Short History of Everything, Bill Bryson chronicles 
the dangerous beauty found in Yellowstone and of 
a mystery at the heart of the park. Bryson tells the 
story of how Bob Christiansen, of the USGS Survey, 
began to search for the source of volcanic activity, the 
crater that would mark the location of the initial blast. 
Discovering the crater was somewhat of an accident. 
Around the same time, NASA administrators had 
completed a series of high altitude photographs of 
Yellowstone and some nice official sent copies to park 
authorities thinking that they might be just right for 

the lobby or visitors center. Christiansen 
immediately recognized why he failed 
to see the crater. He was in it. As the 
high altitude photos revealed, the crater 
covered 2.2 million acres. The impact of 
volcanic eruption was greater in scope 
than anyone could consider or imagine 
at the time. It was, as Bryson notes, “too 
huge to be perceived from anywhere at 
ground level.” It could only be perceived 
by a change in altitude.

The season of Epiphany continues to 
call us to a shift in perspective and 
promises to change our previously held 
assumptions about our life and the 
world. We are invited to wonder about 
God and creation, about life and our 
place in it. We are invited to look at the 
world from a higher perspective, so that 
we may see the impact of God’s love 
that stretches beyond the boundaries of 
our limited sight. Climb onto a pew and 
wonder at the impact of God’s love for 
the world. Like Christiansen, you might 
find that there is a power at work in the 
world that is “able to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or imagine.”

Pictorial Directory Sign-Ups
We will be compiling a 2014 Pictorial Directory and we want to include you and your family 
as a part of the rich history and promising future of Highland Hills. The professionals from 
Lifetouch will be at Highland Hills for photography sessions on Wednesday, February 26, 
through Saturday, March 1. You may reserve your session online by visiting our website at 
www.highlandhillsbaptist.org. Sign up sheets will also be available at the church on Sundays, 
January 26, February 2, February 9, and February 16.

2/2 Men’s Day
8:00am Men’s Day Breakfast
9:00am Men’s Choir Practice
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Men’s Day Service
6:00pm Super Bowl Party

2/4 
10:00am North American Missions  
 Study & Luncheon
7:00pm Partners in Mission

2/5 Regular Wednesday Activities

2/8 
12:30pm Children Leave for Stone Mountain

2/9 
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Morning Worship
 Lord’s Supper
4:30pm Touch Ministry
6:00pm 2nd Sunday Vespers
 Deacons’ Meeting following

2/11 
11:00am Jim Dandies

2/12 Regular Wednesday Activities

2/16 
9:30am A Conversation with Rabbi Schlesinger
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Morning Worship

2/18 
7:00pm Taize Service in the Chapel

2/19 Regular Wednesday Activities

2/21 
2:00pm Youth Leave for Ski Trip

2/23 
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Morning Worship
3:00pm Youth Return from Ski Trip

2/26 Regular Wednesday Activities

2/26 - 3/1
Pictorial Directory Photo Sessions
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Anniversaries & Birthdays

February
Anniversaries

Looking Back
By Jeff Browne

Looking Ahead
By Billy Anderson

Wow, is it 2014 already?! It seems like just 
yesterday that I was asked to write an article as 
the incoming Chairman of Deacons.

I am grateful to the congregation for allowing 
me the opportunity to serve as Chairman 
during 2013. It really was an honor to be able 
to worship, fellowship, and minister with 
you. Being able to serve with the 2013 Board 

was much easier and rewarding because of the other deacons’ 
passion for the work of Christ’s church, through the fellowship 
of believers we call Highland Hills. I am especially thankful for 
the other officers, David Cassady and Ben Bridges, for their work. 
Many of you have offered kind words about my leadership this 
past year, and I am thankful that their dedication made that more 
effective during the year. It was very powerful for our church to 
keep moving forward, even though we didn’t have a pastor. Our 
staff worked so hard, all of our committee chairs and volunteers 
stepped up to any challenge, and Dr. Younger ably anchored our 
worship hour (and more!).

Of course, I am thankful to Blair Cleveland and the Pastor 
Nominating Committee for all the many hours they worked to 
bring Dr. Hall to us. Like many of you, I am enjoying having Jake 
(and Erin and Logan) become part of our family. I am eager to see 
where we go in 2014, and the years ahead, under his vision. 

Last year I wrote that even in the midst of winter, I knew that 
spring was almost ready to burst forth—just like Highland Hills 
would do. As a church, we are doing that. And, even in my own 
family, my son became part of the youth group, and my daughter 
made her profession of faith. So, here we go; let’s keep growing 
together!

I am very excited about the future for our 
church. Jake, Erin, and their son, Logan, 
have already made a big positive impact on 
Highland Hills. And I believe we have the finest, 
most committed, talented staff available. We 
are truly blessed.

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we all experienced 
a surge in spiritual growth in the next few 

months? We would benefit personally in so many ways, and 
I sincerely believe we would experience more joy in our lives. 
Each one of us would be blessed by encouraging compassion, 
cooperation, and understanding. “Do unto others…”

We would also be blessed and experience more joy by being even 
better stewards of God’s blessings to us. We would be blessed by 
believing God and worshiping him by returning “our first fruits.” 
We are promised blessings beyond our belief. Let’s start trusting 
and believing God…more.

God wants to bless our lives and wants our lives to be a blessing. 
Think about it, we are stewards of God’s dream for us. We’ve 
been given much. What is required of us in return? In “returning” 
we will be blessed and experience more joy. God loves us, YOU 
AND ME…Think about this! WOW !

Men’s Day at HHBC 
Sunday, February 2

Men’s Day will begin with breakfast at 8:00 a.m. in the Great 
Room, where the men of Highland Hills will enjoy a full breakfast 
and an inspiring speaker. Each person is asked to contribute 
$5.00 for breakfast.

At 9:00 a.m. the Men’s Day Choir will rehearse in the choir loft 
to prepare the anthem that they will present in the morning 
worship service. All men and youth guys are invited to sing.

At 11:00 a.m. the men of the church will lead us in worship. The 
service will include our men’s quartet and the Men’s Day Choir. 
Make plans to be a part of this great day of worship.

On Friday, February 21, twenty of our youth and adults will be 
heading to North Carolina for a day of skiing and snowboarding. 
Every other year, the youth and their leaders embark on a trip 
in the snow. They will spend all day Saturday on the mountain. 
Since Cass blew out his knee skiing, well actually falling, eight 
years ago, he’ll be watching from the safety of the warm lodge. 
Please keep the youth and their leaders, Cass, Caitlin Childers, 
and Jon and Rachel Greco, in your prayers as they travel, play, 
and continue growing together as a group on this fun trip. They 
would appreciate it if you prayed for real snow, too.

Youth Ski Trip

Jack Miffleton, 
in his blog, 
“Today’s Liturgy 
with Children,” 
writes about 
Dennis, a 
thirteen-year-
old who has 
a behavioral disability. Dennis often 
repeats what he hears two or three times. 
At mass, Dennis will sometimes repeat 
“Amen” or “thanks be to God” several 
times. At first this was a distraction to 
some, but now that he is better known, 
those around him often have to suppress 
the urge to join him. Dennis loves to sing 
hymns, and, he delights in “Holy, Holy, 
Holy,” especially when it is spoken. With 
humor and understanding, the pastor 
has pointed out that in his repetitions, 

Dennis is actually applying the Hebrew 
manner of expressing the ultimate tribute 
as the Prophet Isaiah did when he wrote: 
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.” 
Sometimes one “Amen” is just not enough 
for Dennis to express his heartfelt praise 
to God.

The Heart Buddy Ministry of Highland 
Hills has been about the work of providing 
ministry for those within our congregation 
who have special needs. We have sought 
to help these individuals to find their 
place in God’s Kingdom. Paul embraces 
individuals such as these when he writes:  
“There are different gifts, but the same 
Spirit. There are different ministries, but 
the same Lord.  There are different works, 
but the same God who accomplishes all 
of them in everyone (1Corinthians 12:4-6). 

And sometimes one “Amen” is just not 
enough to respond to the wonder of the 
Holy Spirit!

We, the body of believers at Highland 
Hills, have been called to this ministry.  We 
have been called to care for individuals 
who face some specific physical, 
emotional and mental challenges. We 
have been called to teach them, to care 
for them, and to make room for them. 
This ministry continues to grow, so we 
pray for God’s continued blessing upon 
this ministry 
and that 
more servants 
will hear the 
call to serve 
within this 
ministry.

Sometimes One “Amen” Is Not Enough 
Heart Buddy Ministry Serves HHBC’s Families

Contemporary  
Judiasm:  
a conversation with  
Rabbi Larry Schlesinger

On Sunday, February 16, 
Highland Hills will host Rabbi 
Schlesinger for a conversa-
tion during Sunday School. 
This intergenerational event 
is open to all Sunday School 

classes as we discuss contemporary Judaism. 
Our conversation will begin early at 9:30 in the 
chapel, to allow for question and answer time. 
Rabbi Schlesinger is the spiritual leader of Temple 
Beth Israel and serves on the Macon-Bibb County 
Commision for District 2. 

2/10 Becky & John Bowdre
2/12 John & Kathleen Medlin
2/14 Cindy & Mitch Mitchell
2/24 Cass & Ruth DuCharme

2/1 Mason Bryan
2/1 J.W. Meadows
2/1 Ruth Murphy
2/3 Bill Elliott
2/3 Melanie Marshall
2/3 Tamara Patterson
2/5 Billie Smalley
2/6 Charlotte Daughtry
2/6 Dina Harley
2/6 Brandon Perkins
2/7 Wellborn Jones
2/7 Lucy Langford
2/7 Jake Newton

2/8 Ray Tatum
2/9 Holly Andrews
2/9 Meggie Dant
2/10 Amy Brumley
2/10 Claire Horton
2/11 Ben Huston
2/11 Marianna Walker
2/13 Erin Hall
2/14 Garry Williams
2/15 Molly Pearson
2/15 Omega Wood
2/20 Karen Brown
2/20 Gloria Marshall
2/20 David Mincey
2/21 Jim Bruner
2/21 Colyar Persons
2/22 Betsy Elliott
2/23 Eydie Bowden
2/23 Megan Cassady
2/25 Ann Bruner
2/26 Betty Bridges
2/26 Thomas McCook, Jr.
2/29 Claxton Spivey

Birthdays


