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7:10pm   Sanctuary Choir
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Revealing  
Contrasts

By Jake Hall

Valentine’s Day marks the beginning of the season of 
Lent. Can you imagine the contrasting symbols of these 
two seasons? On this day, we will share the red hearts 
of Valentine’s Day and the ashen foreheads of Ash 
Wednesday. On February 14, 2018, the phrase, “I love you 
to death,” will take on more than one meaning. Instead of 
being a way to express the depth and passion with which 
you love someone, now in this Lenten space, it connotes 
the love of God and the passion of Jesus, who literally 
loved us unto death.

Worship seasons often draw us into contrasts in the space 
of two days. The season of Epiphany ends on Fat Tuesday, 
or Shrove Tuesday. This moment of excess heralds the 
beginning of Lent, a season of fasting and repentance. 
The Lenten season further calls us to live as light in the 
very real shadows of a darkened world. It is out of this 
kind of contrasts that new images emerge. Photographers 
capture light in the darkness creating an image of the 
scene. They carefully develop the image until something 
like art comes to be. 

We, too, have seen a great light. During this season of 
Lent, we carefully attempt to develop the image of Christ 
in our lives. I have a friend who is both a theologian and 
a photographer. He reminded me this week about the 
curious problem that analog photographers experience, 
the occasional double exposure.

Double exposures happen when two or more scenes 
are captured to create a single image. Sometimes these 
double exposures are intentional, other times they are 
purely an accident. When images are doubly exposed, 

two overlapping realities are present in the 
picture. Maybe this is a bit like the Kingdom 
of God. Could it be that when it comes to 
the image of God present in our lives, we too 
are doubly exposed?

Maybe we are all are doubly exposed and 
divided in some way. Maybe we are all 
composed of the Image of God and its 
inverse. Maybe we are all sinners and saints, 
sacred and profane. But rather than feeling 
exposed, know deeply that we are anchored 
in the image of God. Maybe Jesus doesn’t 
have to come “into our hearts,” as much as 
be lived out in the images in our lives. 

2/4 9:45am Sunday School
 11:00am Morning Worship
 6:00pm Super Bowl Party

2/6 11:00pm WOM
 7:00pm Global Women

2/7 Regular Wednesday Activities
 7:00pm Burning of the Palms

2/10 9:00am Snow Mountain

2/11 9:45am Sunday School
 11:00am Morning Worship/Communion
 12:00pm Deacons’ Meeting
 6:00pm  Tavernsong at the Rookery

2/13 11:00am Jim Dandies
 5:00pm Shrove Tuesday Event

2/14 Regular Wednesday Activities
 7:00am-12:00pm   Ash on Cherry
 6:30pm Ash Wednesday

2/16-17 Youth Lock In

2/18 9:45am Sunday School
 11:00am Worship Service

2/20 7:00pm Taize Service

2/21 Regular Wednesday Activities

2/25 9:45am Sunday School
 11:00am Worship Service

2/26 7:00pm Handbells

2/28 Regular Wednesday Activities

February 7: Burning of the Palms
February 14: Ash Wednesday
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Anniversaries & Birthdays

February
Anniversaries

2/12 John & Kathleen Medlin
2/14 Cindy & Mitch Mitchell
2/24 Cass & Ruth DuCharme

2/1 Mason Bryan
2/1 Ruth Murphy
2/3 Bill Elliott
2/3 Melanie Marshall
2/3 Tamara Patterson
2/5 Seth Curlee
2/5 Paige Horton
2/5 Billie Smalley
2/6 Dina Harley
2/6 Brandon Perkins
2/7 Wellborn Jones
2/7 Jake Newton
2/8 Ray Tatum
2/9 Holly Andrews
2/9 Meggie Dant
2/10 Amy Brumley
2/10 Claire Horton

Birthdays
2/10 Lock McMahon
2/10 Carson Simmons
2/10 Kendall Simmons
2/11 Ben Huston
2/11 Marianna Walker
2/13 Erin Hall
2/14 Garry Williams
2/15 Molly Pearson
2/15 Omega Wood
2/20 Karen Brown
2/20 Gloria Marshall
2/20 David Mincey
2/21 Jim Bruner
2/21 Colyar Persons
2/22 Betsy Elliott
2/23 Eydie Bowden
2/26 Betty Bridges
2/26 Thomas McCook
2/29 Claxton Spivey

As I look back over this past year, I 
see so many ways that God has been 
at work in and through the people 

of Highland Hills. I firmly believe that God led us to the 
Vision 20/20 ministry initiatives. It’s exciting to see new 
opportunities that have already begun, such as the Micah 
Projects. My favorite HHBC moment was when our whole 
church came together for the Christmas in the Park 
event. Preschoolers to senior adults had an opportunity 
to prepare for and participate in the fun. I’m so glad we 
are a church that shows our love for God by loving our 
neighbors. 

This past year, we have been blessed with many new folks 
who have joined the HHBC family.  Our new friends each 
come with their own story and bring their own gifts and 
perspectives. We are blessed by their presence.

I am thankful for the opportunity to serve my church 
and my Lord as chair of deacons this past year. I had 
wonderfully dedicated deacons to work with. I could 
not have asked for more supportive fellow officers than 
Wimberley Rader and Gloria Marshall. It is inspiring to see 
how God worked through Highland Hills this past year. I’m 
eager to see what God has in store for us in the coming 
year. 

Looking Back
By Emily Brumley Put on your mittens and scarves and load up your family for a day of tubing 

and sledding. Families of preschoolers, children, and youth are invited to travel 
together to Snow Mountain. This Highland Hills family adventure will take place 
on Saturday, February 10.  

The cost for this event is $10 for each 
person who plans to tube on the 
mountain, plus the cost of lunch. Adults 
who prefer not to play in the snow can 
watch from observation decks at no cost. 
We will plan to leave the church at 9:00 
a.m. and return around 4:00 p.m. Children 
should be accompanied by an adult to 
this event, as a matter of fact, you are 
encouraged to bring your whole family! 
We will be playing in real snow, so you will 
want to dress accordingly. 

It is important to sign up by Sunday, February 4. We have a limited number of 
tickets. You can sign up on the HHBC website or by calling the church office. 
The church will be providing two rental vans for transportation. When you make 
your reservation, please indicate if you will ride on one of the vans or provide 
your own transportation.

Let’s Play in the Snow!

Come and be a part of all the fun as we watch the 
Super Bowl game in the Great Room on Sunday, 
February 4, at 6:00 
p.m. Please bring your 
favorite snack food to 
share. Pizza and drinks 
will be provided. This is 
a great night to invite 
friends and prospects 
as we cheer our favorite 
teams to victory.

Super Bowl Fun

Shrove Tuesday is a day for pancakes. It is the last day 
before the season of Lent when historically families 
needed to use up their stored supplies of flour, butter, 
eggs and milk. These foods wouldn’t be used during 
Lent, so instead of letting them go to waste, they made 
pancakes.

For the past several years, the children of Highland 
Hills have enjoyed a pancake meal together. This year 
our pancake meal is going on the road. Our church will 
be sharing pancakes with our community in downtown 
Macon during the Mardi Gras celebration on Tuesday, 
February 13, beginning at 5:00 p.m. There will be ways for 
members of all ages to be involved with preparing and 
serving this meal. We especially want our children and 
youth to be a part of hosting this event. Join us in sharing 
some love and pancakes with our Macon community.

Shrove Tuesday

With its tradition of sacrifice, Lent is a season 
that clothes itself in practices of refraining. 
For some of us, this season can feel a bit 
challenging. Maybe this year, we should put 
aside the notion of Lent as something “to do” 
and instead consider it a season “to be.”

To be more aware of God’s presence. To be in 
a deeper spirit of worship. To be more open 
to gratitude for the certainty of resurrection. 
During this season of Lent, you are challenged 
to dig deeper into your spiritual well and to seek 
God in new ways.

Each year our church 
provides Lenten devotional 
guides for members of 
every age. This year our 
preschoolers and children 
will receive a coloring 
book titled, “Come Follow 
Me.” This book contains a 
scripture reading, devotional 

thought and picture to color. Our youth’s 
devotional booklet, “The Act of Lent,” is 
written to draw the attention of young people 
to God’s loving action to claim them as God’s 
own. Adults will enjoy the spiritual guidance of 
theologian, Henri Nouwen, in a collection of his 
writings titled, “Christ Our Hope.”

Each of these devotional guides will be available 
throughout the church for you to pick up and 
use with your family as you seek “to be” open 
to God in this season of Lent.

Lent: A Season “To Be”

I am honored and humbled to have been chosen 
to serve as Chair of Deacons for 2018.  It is a 
responsibility I do not take lightly. I ask for God’s 

guidance and your patience and your prayers as I lead our wonderful 
deacon body, and as we move into the new year.

2017 was an awesome year for Highland Hills: in stewardship, in 
outreach, in missions, in new members, and in congregational care. I 
am excited about building on this strong foundation during our 65th 
year as we begin to put our Vision 20/20 Initiatives in place.

Within the initiatives, I am especially excited about HHBC having more 
intergenerational events such as Rise Against Hunger and bringing 
our Touch Ministry back. It is my hope that we can continue our 
relationship with Kings Park and perhaps hold a Bible school there this 
summer; have more “Highland Hills has left the building” activities in 
the Macon community; build new partnerships and strengthen existing 
relationships through our Micah projects; and work with Daybreak, 
area schools, Lifespring, the Mentor’s Project, and Loaves and Fishes.

We are blessed to have an outstanding staff at Highland Hills, and it will 
be my pleasure to work closely with them throughout the year. In my 
new role, if I may be of service or assistance to any member or friend of 
Highland Hills, please let me know.

Looking Ahead
By Gloria Marshall

There are many ways to prepare our lives for Lent, a season of 
reflection and renewal. Observing the forty days of Lent with a 
mindfulness of Christ’s sacrifice can make our celebration of Christ’s 
resurrection a more meaningful and personal experience.

Before the season of Lent begins, our tradition is to burn the palms 
from last year’s Palm Sunday and prepare the ashes for use on Ash 
Wednesday, which marks the first day of Lent and the beginning of 
forty days of repentance and prayer. On Wednesday, February 7, we will 
gather in the courtyard, following Prayer Service, to burn the palms. 
Then, on Wednesday, February 14, we will hold an Ash Wednesday 
service in the chapel at 6:30 p.m. The tradition of this service is to 
have ashes imposed on the forehead as a reminder of our mortality 
and humanity. The ashes are also a symbol of repentance, sorrow, and 
humility. Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent.

As we walk through this season of Lent, may we allow palms and 
ashes to teach us some of the deeper and significant meanings of this 
season, and with these practices may we prepare our hearts for the 
great celebration to come.

From Palms to Ashes


