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7:10pm   Sanctuary Choir
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Women’s Day at Highland Hills
Sunday, March 9

Entering the 
Darkroom

By Jake Hall

Lent is a dark season, too dark for some. This time of 
preparation for Easter is meant to remind us of the 
world’s brokenness so that we might rejoice at the 
world’s redemption. During Lent, we intentionally allow 
the shadows to fall upon our lives. We take note of 
the darkness of this world and the darkness within us 
and we long for the Easter morning light. It is a time of 
honest confession and contrition. If the weight of Lent 
is a bit much for you, then maybe it is time for you to 
reframe the season, so that you might experience it in 
a new way.

What if the seven weeks of Lent were, for you, less like 
a walk through the dark ages of your life, and more like 
time in a darkroom, a place where the image of Christ 
might be carefully developed within you.

For those born during the digital age, this may require 
some explanation. If you pull out your phone and take 
a picture, you will notice that the time that passes 
between the click of the lens and sight of the image 
is nothing. Click. Boom. Picture. Before the advent 
of digital photography, film had to be processed and 
developed in darkrooms. In order for the picture to 
develop, the photographer had to manage space and 
light in just the right way to move an image from film 
to paper. Red lights often marked that the darkroom 
was in use, in order to protect the fragile prints from 
overexposure from outside light. Two seconds too long 
in the light and the image was done. This developing 
space was fragile and needed protection from outside 
influence. 

As we enter the Lenten season, we 
work to create space for the image of 
God to be developed in our midst. We 
turn off the lights. During the next few 
weeks, we operate with the red light 
on. We will carefully guard our time and 
space as a worshiping community. We 
need to sit and soak in the darkness 
in order to appreciate the light. It is 
tempting to rush past Lent, but doing 
so would cause us to miss an image of 
God that we would not otherwise see. 
It takes time for us to get acquainted 
with our need for grace. We need to be 
developed.

A new friend and amateur photographer 
reminded me that, “in old darkrooms 
there was not only a developing solution 
but also a “fixer,” the last bath that fixed 
the image on the print. Allow this season 
of darkness and light to develop grace 
and affix the image of Christ to your life 
once more.

Lenten Schedule
2/9 Burning of the Palms
3/4 Children’s Pancake Supper
3/5 Ash Wednesday
3/9 1st Sunday of Lent
3/16 2nd Sunday of Lent
3/23 3rd Sunday of Lent
3/30 4th Sunday of Lent
4/6 5th Sunday of Lent
4/13 Palm Sunday
4/17 Maundy Thursday Taize Service
4/18 Good Friday Tenebrae Service
4/19 Easter Egg Hunt
4/20 Easter Sunrise Service
 Breakfast following
 Easter Sunday Celebration

3/2
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Morning Worship
 Children’s Worship

3/3
7:00pm Handbells

3/4 Shrove Tuesday
10:00am WOM meeting
5:30pm Pancake Supper for Children

3/5 Regular Wednesday Activities
6:30pm Ash Wednesday Service in Chapel

3/8
12:00pm Womens Day luncheon

3/9 Womens Day, 1st Sunday of Lent
9:45am Sunday School
10:30am Womens Choir Practice

3/9 continued
11:00am Morning Worship
 Lord’s Supper
4:30pm Touch Ministry
6:00pm 2nd Sunday Vespers/ Baptism
 Deacons’ Meeting following

3/10 No Handbells until April 7

3/11 
11:00am Jim Dandies 
7:00pm PIM meeting

3/12 Regular Wednesday Activities

3/16 2nd Sunday of Lent
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Morning Worship

3/18
7:00pm Taize Service in the Chapel

3/19 Regular Wednesday Activities

3/21
4:00pm Youth leave for MMM

3/23 3rd Sunday of Lent
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Morning Worship
3:00pm Youth Return from MMM

3/26 Regular Wednesday Activities

3/30 4th Sunday of Lent
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Morning Worship
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Anniversaries & Birthdays

March
Anniversaries

Observing Lent with Pancakes and Ashes

We know that the season of 
Lent is near when we begin to 
think about pancakes and ashes. 
There are many ways to prepare 
our lives for this season of 
reflection and renewal. Observing 
these forty days of Lent with 

a mindfulness of Christ’s sacrifice can make our celebration of 
Christ’s resurrection a more meaningful and personal experience.

Eating pancakes may seem like a frivolous way to begin the 
season of Lent, but the meaning behind Shrove Tuesday holds a 
very significant role in helping us focus our hearts and minds on 
the days of Lent. Shrove Tuesday occurs on the Tuesday before 
Ash Wednesday and will fall on Tuesday, March 4. This day is also 
known as Mardi Gras (which in French means “Fat Tuesday”) and 
Pancake Tuesday.

Historically, during Lent the faithful were forbidden to consume 
meat, butter, eggs, or milk. If a family had a store of these foods 
they would certainly spoil by the time that fasting ended on 
Easter Sunday. So the solution was to use up these items by 
Shrove Tuesday. When you add a little flour to these ingredients, 
you get…pancakes!

Our children and older preschoolers will be sharing in this 
tradition by participating in a Pancake Supper on Tuesday, 
March 4, at the DuCharmes’ home. They are invited to drop by 
between 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. on this day to enjoy some pancakes 
and to receive some devotional materials to guide them and their 
families during this season of Lent.

Following Shrove Tuesday will be Ash Wednesday, which 
marks the first day of Lent and the beginning of forty days of 
repentance and prayer. On Wednesday, March 5, Highland Hills 
will hold an Ash Wednesday service in the chapel at 6:30 p.m. The 
tradition of this service is to have ashes imposed on the forehead 
as a reminder of our mortality and humanity. The ashes are also 

a symbol of repentance, sorrow, and 
humility.

As we walk through this season of Lent, 
may we allow pancakes and ashes 
to teach us some of the deeper and 
significant meanings of this season, and 
with these practices may we prepare 
our hearts for the great celebration to 
come.

Youth to MMM
The weekend of March 21-23 will not be your average weekend 
for the youth group of Highland Hills. Twenty-one of our youth 
and their leaders will be heading to Commerce, Georgia, where 
they will gather with around 300 other youth from around our 
state for March Mission Madness. For more than ten years, our 
youth group has attended MMM each spring in cities all over 
the state. At MMM, our youth will not only be having fun making 
new friends, eating lots of great food, and playing cool games, 
they will also be worshiping together and sharing God’s love 
by working in yards, painting houses, and serving the people of 
Commerce. 

Please keep our youth and their leaders in your prayers as they 
embark on this mission to share Christ’s love through March 
Mission Madness.

The journey to the cross during the Season 
of Lent is meant to be a time of reflection 
and a time to deepen our relationship with 
Christ. 

Our devotional guide for this Lenten 
Season —God’s Abiding Love by Henri 
Nouwen—is a series of selected readings 
from Nouwen’s classic books.  Nouwen has 
a way of explaining God’s abiding love for 

us that comes alive in every word. This small book with daily 
readings will be a wonderful guide along the path you walk with 
God during Lent.

The devotional guides will be distributed after the worship 
service on Sunday, March 2 and during our Ash Wednesday 
service on Wednesday, March 5.  Be sure to get your copy and 
allow it to be part of your Lenten experience.

Day after day, the women of Highland Hills 
offer their gifts in service to our church 
and community. They teach classes, 
serve as deacons, sing in the choir, go on 
mission trips and lead committees. The 
gifts that they offer to our church play 
a major role in making us such a strong 
community of faith.

On Saturday, March 8, at noon, the 
women of HHBC are invited to gather for 
a time of fellowship and lunch at Molly’s 
Café in downtown Macon. Molly’s will 
be open on that day just for us. The 
cost for the meal is $12. You can make a 
reservation for the luncheon by calling the 
church office.   

On Sunday, March 9, we will hold our 
annual Women’s Sunday. Our own Erin 
Hall will be the preacher for this service, 

and will lead us to consider the boundless 
grace of God. Women from our fellowship 
will guide us in worship through prayers, 
special music, and readings.  

Another highlight of the morning will 
be our Women’s Day Choir. All ladies 
are invited to participate in this special 
choir. The anthem will be a beautiful 
arrangement of “Jesus Paid It All.” We will 
rehearse on Wednesday, March 5, at 7:00 
p.m. in the choir loft and again on Sunday, 
March 9, at 10:30 a.m. in the choir room. 
If you can’t make the brief rehearsal on 
Wednesday, still plan to join the choir on 
Sunday morning.

On this Sunday, and every Sunday, may we 
join our hearts in worship and celebrate 
God’s good gifts to our church.

Celebrating the Boundless Grace of God 
Women’s Weekend, Saturday, March 8 and Sunday, March 9

It is only March, but we are planning now for 
the Summer of 2014. We want you to be a part 
of these summer opportunities for the youth 
and children of Highland Hills. Our families are 
encouraged to join us on mission in downtown 
Atlanta for our 2014 HHBC Mission Trip on June 
2–7. More details will be available soon!

On June 17–22, our youth will participate in their 
annual Jubilate Summer Tour. They will perform for 
us at First Baptist Church of Macon on Friday, June 
20. Our youth’s summer wouldn’t be complete 
without a week spent at Passport Youth Camp. 
This year they will venture to Averett University in 
Danville, Virginia, on July 13–19.

Our children in 3–6 grades will travel to Lake 
Sinclair for Children’s Camp on June 16–18. Of 
course, one of the highlights of our children’s 
summer will be Vacation Bible School, which will 
be held from 9:00 a.m. until noon on July 7–11. 
Get ready for a fun Summer of 2014!

3/11 Jennifer & Marcus Simmons
3/13 Becky & Rooster Cogburn
3/18 Becky & Cliff Brown
3/20 Jeff & Jennifer Browne
3/20 Girard & Susan Jones
3/25 Chris & Dianne Fuller
3/27 Betsy & Blair Cleveland
3/29 Laura Ann & Ray Tatum

3/1 John Dixon
3/2 Shorter McCook
3/3 Bill Brooks
3/3 Darrin Brown
3/3 Sharon Galyean
3/3 Larry Williams
3/5 Alisa Rehberg
3/6 Bruce Paul
3/6 Ella Trotter
3/6 Bryan Vance
3/7 Burt Lee
3/7 Buddy Marshall
3/11 Nell Fountain
3/11 Scott Walston

3/12 Jennifer McElrath
3/12 Jan McGuire
3/13 Ann Glasgow
3/13 Lee McDavid
3/15 Veronica Brooks
3/15 Helen Dunwody
3/15 John Patterson
3/15 King Solomon
3/16 Ed Becton
3/16 Rejeana Cassady
3/18 Brandon Curlee
3/18 Chase DuCharme
3/18 Abbie Nash
3/19 Jim Davis
3/19 James Rehberg
3/21 Sylvia Bridges
3/25 Cara Trotter
3/26 Daniel Sikes
3/27 Melissa Meeks
3/27 Page McWhorter
3/28 Patrick Jolley
3/30 Rachel Huston
3/30 Ani Jordan
3/31 Caitlyn DuCharme
3/31 David Jolley
3/31 Toni McCook
3/31 Marion McIntrye

Birthdays

Lenten Devotional Guides

Summer Plans
Children & Youth Families


