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Church Staff

Sundays: 
9:45 am   Sunday School
11:00am   Morning Worship
6:00pm   Vespers (Second Sundays)

Wednesdays:
8:00am   Men’s Prayer Breakfast
5:00pm   Children’s Choirs / Youth Choir
5:50pm   Family Night Supper
6:20pm   Children’s Missions
6:30pm   Prayer Service LIFE on MainStreet
7:10pm   Sanctuary Choir
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Malice in the Palace
Presented by the Children’s Choirs of HHBC
May 13, 6:45 pm in the Chapel

Searching for 
Sanctuary

By Jake Hall

I love our sanctuary. There’s just something about the 
subtle lines and the grace of its colonial Williamsburg 
architecture that I find comforting. Sometimes, in the 
middle of the week, I go to the sanctuary alone. Before 
I drop my bag off in my office, before I check the mail, 
grab a cup of coffee, or tend to the plethora of pastoral 
details…I search for sanctuary in the sanctuary.

Instead of sitting in my normal seat on the chancel, I sit 
in the pews. I love to look at the church from this unique 
perspective. Maybe I sit in your seat. I try to stay there 
long enough for the distractions to fade away and to find 
the pulse of this congregation and the presence of God. I 
find it very moving to sit in there in the quiet and consider 
our common life together and the many ways that we 
shape and are shaped by the shared space of sanctuary. 

When it is empty is not the only time I love the sanctuary. I 
also love the sanctuary when it’s full; full like Christmas or 
Easter morning, when we run out of orders of service. Full 
like Mother’s Day, when all the kids are home for a family 
meal. One of the reasons that I love the church when it is 
filled to capacity is the expression on your faces that I get 
to see from my perspective. Inevitably someone is sitting 
in someone else’s seat and maybe parking in someone 
else’s place or singing from someone else’s hymnal. On 
occasion, I get to witness this moment of recognition 
where a weekly attender welcomes a new guest by simply 
creating welcoming space. Will you offer someone else 
sanctuary in this place? 

When I’m alone in the empty sanctuary, at first I think 
about you, or the work that I must do, but if stay there 
long enough I’m reminded that this place is about more 

than just me or you. We create and tend 
this space to bear truthfully the presence of 
God. Sanctuary is more than just a building 
it is a space for the self and the soul to 
know the holy. It is a place of welcome and 
belonging. Rachel Held Evans chronicles 
her need of sacred space in her new book, 
“Searching for Sunday.”  She says, “What I 
longed for with church, and what I think a 
lot of people long for, is not an exclusive 
club of like-minded individuals, but a 
community of broken and beloved people, 
telling one another the truth and taking it 
all a day at a time. What I longed for was 
sanctuary—a place to breathe, to be myself, 
to wrestle with the mystery, to confess my 
sins and explore my doubts, to experience 
God rather than simply believe in God.” 

Will you give yourself the gift of sanctuary? 
Will you offer someone else that same 
space?

5/3 9:45am Sunday School
 11:00am Morning Worship
   Children’s Worship
 6:00pm Deacons’ Mtg.
5/5 10:00am WOM
 6:30pm The Gathering at Taste & See
 6:00pm PIM at HHBC
5/6 8:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast
 4:30pm Children’s Choir Rehearsal
 5:00pm Youth Choir
 5:50pm Family Night Supper
 6:30pm GA/RA Recognition Service
 7:10pm Sanctuary Choir
5/10 Mother’s Day
 9:45am Sunday School
 11:00am Morning Worship
   Lord’s Supper

5/12 11:00am Jim Dandies
 6:30pm The Gathering at Taste & See
5/13 8:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast
 4:30pm Children’s Choir Rehearsal
 5:00pm Youth Choir
 5:50pm Family Night Supper
 6:45pm Malice in the Palace Children’s  
   Choir Musical & Cookie  
   Fellowship
5/17 Youth Sunday
 9:45am Sunday School
 11:00am Morning Worship
5/19 6:30pm The Gathering at Taste & See
 7:00pm Taize Service
5/20 8:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast
 6:00pm Family Night Supper
 6:30pm Prayer Service
  LIFE on Mainstreet
 7:10pm Sanctuary Choir
5/24 9:45am Sunday School
 11:00am Morning Worship
5/25 Memorial Day—Church Office Closed
5/26 6:30pm The Gathering at Taste & See
5/27 8:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast
 6:00pm Family Night Supper
 6:30pm Prayer Service
   LIFE on Mainstreet
 7:10pm Sanctuary Choir
5/29-5/31   Family Retreat in St. Simons
5/31 9:45am Sunday School
 11:00am Morning Worship

Summer Dates
May 29-31 Children’s Ministry  
 Family Retreat
June 6-11 Jubilate Choir Tour
June 12-23 Slovakia Mission Trip
June 15-17 Children’s Camp
June 18-20 CBF General  
 Assembly
July 6-10 Vacation Bible   
 School
July 12-18 PASSPORT Missions
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Anniversaries & Birthdays

May
Anniversaries

Highland Hills has a wonderful tradition of featuring all age groups and 
genders leading worship services throughout the year. On Sunday, May 17, the 
youth of Highland Hills will be leading us in worship. They will sing, pray, read 
scripture, play instruments, preach, and lead the music. During the service, 
the graduating high school seniors will be recognized and presented with a 
gift. They will also be sharing with us a little about their future plans as they 
embark on this new chapter in their lives. Our graduates this year include 
Miller McCord and Thomas Nash graduating from Stratford Academy and Will 
Newton graduating from Mary Persons High School. 

That same Sunday will also be the last day that Lucy Jordan will be our Youth 
Intern. Lucy will be graduating from Mercer University on May 16 and will be 
moving back home to Monroe for the summer. She will be attending Truett 
Theological Seminary at Baylor University in the fall. Lucy has shared her gifts 
with us in not only leading the youth but also leading in worship on Sunday 
mornings. She has been a blessing to all of us and will be greatly missed.

Please make plans to be in worship on Sunday morning, May 17, to support 
Lucy and all of our youth as they lead in worship and conclude another school 
year and prepare for a busy summer ahead.

05/01 David & Rejeana Cassady
05/01 Bob & Joy Jones
05/01 Dawn & Scott Nash
05/01 Chad & Marti Wilson
05/04 Dave & Katy Jones
05/13 Doug & Tilly Corbin
05/17 Melanie & Mike Marshall
05/21 Dianna & Joe Glymph
05/26 David & Melissa Meeks
05/27 Ben & Rachel Huston
05/29 Ben & Sylvia Bridges
05/29 Richard & Wimberley Rader
05/30 James & Patricia Netherton
05/31 Heather & Marco Filipponi
05/31 Cheryl & Ray Kelley
05/31 Ed & Marcia Powers

05/02 Ed Powers
05/03 John Bowdre
05/03 Marti Wilson
05/04 Carl Wilson Jr.
05/05 Colyar McCord
05/05 Ches Rehberg
05/06 Bryant Walker

Birthdays

05/08 Becky Brown
05/08 June Moncrief
05/10 Jay Davis
05/11 Andrew Barrett
05/13 Phineas Mills
05/15 Octavia Becton
05/15 Cheryl Kelley
05/15 Thomas Nash
05/16 Judson McCurdy
05/17 Sandra Akin
05/18 Karen Glasgow
05/19 Heather Filipponi
05/19 Wimberley Rader
05/20 Myrtle Page
05/21 Jonathan Cassady
05/21 Sara Jones
05/21 Micah Nance
05/23 Bert Elliott
05/23 Mike Fuller
05/23 Florence Priester
05/24 Renee Bennett
05/27 Ruth DuCharme
05/28 Dolly Taylor
05/29 Virginia Cutler
05/29 Abigail Pierce
05/29 Mimi Rader
05/29 Gabrielle Rader
05/30 Knox Cleveland
05/31 Amy Starks
05/31 Taylor Tatum

If you love a good story—one filled with 
intrigue, twists, turns and suspense—
and if you love the sights and sounds of 
children dancing and singing, you will love 
the Highland Hills Children’s presentation 
of Malice In the Palace. 

Malice In the Palace is our children’s spring 
musical, and is a fun retelling of the 
story of Esther. The musical is filled with 
fabulous songs and a powerful message. 
That message is that the smallest person 
acting bravely can make an enormous 
difference, because God has placed them 
where they are for a reason.

Our Children’s Choir has been busy 
preparing this musical for you, and they 
invite you to join them on the evening of 
Wednesday, May 13, at 6:45 p.m. in the 
chapel for this presentation. Following the 
musical, there will be a cookie fellowship 
in the courtyard as we celebrate the 
conclusion of another great year for our 
Children’s Choir Ministry.

Besides learning music, this year our choir 
children have also focused on ministry. 
They have collected school items to be 
given to the children at Burdell-Hunt 
Elementary. You are encouraged to bring a 
school supply item to the musical. There 
will be collection bins at the entrance of 
the chapel for you to place your items. 

Youth Sunday and  
Graduate Recognition

Malice in the Palace
Children’s Spring Musical

As the pace of life slows down a little 
bit in the summer, it is a great time to 
enjoy some quality time with family and 
friends. At Highland Hills, the summer 
schedule includes a relaxing gathering 
on Wednesday evenings for food and 
fellowship. 

During June, our church family will gather 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Great Room for Family 
Night Supper, with meals prepared by our 
Family Night Supper Committee. The meal 
will be followed by Prayer Service at 6:30 
p.m. and Sanctuary Choir rehearsal at 
7:10 p.m. 

We will take a break from Wednesday night 
suppers, prayer service, and choir during 
the month of July. Watch for information 
about special events that may be in the 
works for the month of July.

During August, we will resume our summer 
Wednesday night schedule beginning on 
August 5. We will end the summer with a 
Music and Missions Kickoff on August 26.

As you make your plans for summer 
vacations, family weekends at the lake, 
and time spent by the pool, we encourage 
you to continue to gather with our HHBC 
family for a time of food, fellowship, and 
fun.

Summer Schedule for Wednesday Activities

Children’s Family 
Retreat
The term “retreat” brings to mind 
images of relaxation and renewal. On 
the weekend of May 29 – 31, a group 
of Highland Hills’ children and their 
families will slip away for a time of retreat 
at Epworth By the Sea on St. Simons 
Island. Now with a group of first through 
sixth graders there may not be a lot of 
relaxation, but it will be a time of renewal 
and ministry.

During this retreat our families will share 
in a time of Bible study and worship 
centered on the theme, “X Marks the 
Spot,” a study focused on the stories 
of Christ found in the gospel of Mark.  
Besides Bible study and worship, the 
group will enjoy a lot of fellowship, 
including time spent on the beach at St. 
Simons. 

Another component of this retreat will 
be time spent in ministry and service. On 
Saturday of the retreat, our families will 
work at Safe Harbor Children’s Center, 
a residential shelter for children and 
youth in Brunswick, Georgia. This time 
of ministry will involve ministering to the 
children there through art projects and 
games. 

Be in prayer for these families as they 
seek out this time of renewal and offer 
themselves in service. Pray that this 
retreat will be a time of spiritual growth 
for these families, and that lives will be 
touched by their ministry.

GA and RA 
Recognition Service
Wednesday, May 6, 6:30 pm

As we close out another year of preschool and 
children’s mission classes at Highland Hills, we 
invite you to join us for a GA/RA Recognition 
Service. On Wednesday, May 6, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Great Room, our preschoolers and children 
will share highlights from their year of mission 
learning.

Come and hear their stories and be inspired by 
their enthusiasm for telling the story of Jesus to a 
world that is waiting to hear.

Macon Sense Care 
Groups
Two new care groups, a Grief Care Group and 
an Infertility Care Group, are set to begin at 
Highland Hills in May. 

At Highland Hills, we acknowledge the physical, 
emotional, and spiritual impact of these 
struggles, and seek to bring this grief out of 
isolation or fear and into a community of 
compassion. 

To this end, these care groups offer resources 
and confidential, supportive care. Sign up 
by contacting our church office to receive 
information about our first meeting.  


