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Church Staff

Sundays: 
9:45 am   Sunday School
11:00am   Morning Worship
6:00pm   Vespers (Second Sundays)

Wednesdays:
8:00am   Men’s Prayer Breakfast
5:00pm   Children’s Choirs / Youth Choir
5:50pm   Family Night Supper
6:20pm   Children’s Missions
6:30pm   Prayer Service LIFE on MainStreet
7:10pm   Sanctuary Choir
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Taize Worship Service
Tuesday, September 16 at 7:00 pm

Giving 
Ourselves Back 
to God
By Jake Hall

Generosity begins at the beginning. Generosity is 
not just the practice of being nice to others, it is a 
way of framing your life in light of the grace of God. 
We name this early in the life of any disciple here at 
Highland Hills. If you listen, you can find it in our baby 
dedication litany: “This child is not your own. She 
is a gift from God and you will teach her to give her 
life back to God for the rest of her days.” Generosity 
defines the Godbearing life. By giving our lives back to 
God, we discover how to live with and love each other 
through concrete practices of sharing, generosity, and 
love. All of these find root in the love we offer back to 
God and the lives we dedicate to God’s mission in the 
world. 

Thomas S. Monson says in An Attitude of Gratitude: “This 
is a wonderful time to be living here on earth. Our 
opportunities are limitless. While there are many things 
wrong in our world today, there are many things right, 
such as teachers who teach, ministers who minister, 
marriages that work, parents who sacrifice, and friends 
who help. We can lift ourselves and others as well when 
we refuse to remain in the realm of negative thought 
and cultivate within our hearts an attitude of gratitude. 
If ingratitude be numbered among the serious sins, 
then gratitude takes its place among the noblest of 
virtues.”

Five couples founded Highland Hills 
Baptist Church because they were willing 
to practice these virtues, dedicate their 
resources to God, and listen to the 
call of God to create a new mission. 
That creative call echoes through the 
generations. How will we continue to 
answer God’s call to build this community 
of faith? We are stewards of more than 
just our lives or the lives of our children. 
We are stewards of this community of 
faith. We are called to continually offer 
it back to God. How may God be calling 
us to continued faithful generosity in the 
life and mission of Highland Hills Baptist 
Church? Answering these questions may 
cause us to look beyond the oft-told 
story of a life on this side of the river and 
inspire us to look forward to the future 
God might build with this community.

9/1/14 Labor Day—Church Office Closed

9/2/14
10:00am WOM
6:30pm PIM Salad Supper

9/3
All regular Wednesday activities

9/7
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Morning Worship
 Children’s Worship

9/9
11:00am Jim Dandies

9/10 
All regular Wednesday activities

9/12-14 Women’s Retreat

9/14
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Morning Worship
 Lord’s Supper
12:00pm Youth Committee Meeting
4:30pm Touch Ministry
6:00pm Deacons’ Meeting

9/16
7:00pm Taize Service in Chapel

9/17
All regular Wednesday activities

9/21
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Morning Worship

9/22
7:00pm Handbells

9/24
All regular Wednesday activities

9/28 
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Morning Worship

Partners in Missions
Salad Supper

Bring a Salad and a Friend!

Tuesday, September 2

6:30 p.m.

At the home of Patricia Netherton
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Anniversaries & Birthdays

September
Anniversaries

Offering our Best in Worship
By David Keith

Worship is the 
most important 
work of the 

church. The people of God exist to serve 
God. No higher service to God is possible 
than the worship of God.

In authentic worship, the first focus is on 
God—on who God is, on what God is, on 
how God loves us, and on how God calls 
us.

The nineteenth-century Danish 
philosopher/theologian Soren Kierkegaard 
was concerned about the attitudes 
toward what was taking place in theaters 
and what was taking place in worship. In 
a theater, actors, prompted by people 
offstage, perform for the audience. 
To his dismay, Kierkegaard found that 
this theatrical model dominated the 
worship practices of many churches. 
A minister was viewed as the on-stage 
actor, God as the offstage prompter, 
and the congregation as the audience.  

Unfortunately, that view of worship is what 
is often prevalent today, and still is just as 
wrong.  

Each ingredient of the theatrical model 
mentioned by Kierkegaard is an essential 
component in worship. Crucial, though, is 
a proper identification of the role of each 
one.  In authentic worship, the actors 
are, in fact, many actors and actresses—
the members of the congregation. The 
prompters are the people who lead 
in worship (ministers, choir members, 
instrumentalists, readers, preacher, et al).  
The audience is God.  Always, without 
exception, the audience is God!

Thus, worship is inappropriate (and 
spiritually dangerous) if the aim is 
congregationally directed. A major 
distinction exists between worship in 
which people seek to please God, and 
entertainment in which people, with 
God’s help, seek to please other people.

All who gather for worship as God’s 
people have the privilege and 
responsibility of addressing God. 
Prompters help, but everyone is expected 
to participate. No person can do worship 
or put on worship for another person.  
Every Christian is an actor or actress in 
the drama of worship humbly presented 
to God, who is its only audience, and who 
offers the only judgment about it that 
matters.  

Since God is the audience of our worship, 
we should offer our best in worship so 
that our worship will be authentic and 
heart-felt, thoughtful, and inspiring. This 
requires us to worship in an atmosphere 
of reverence and joy that is characterized 
by both dignity and warmth.

As Highland Hills Baptist Church comes 
together weekly to worship, may we be 
reminded that worship is the central event 
in the life of the church and may we as 
worshipers make it so!

My Five-Cup Habit: Why I Love Wednesday Nights at HHBC
By Angela Blankenship

9/2 Jim & Pat Elliott
9/4 Bryce & Nancy Haynes
9/4 Johnny & Teresa Pierce
9/7 Ani & Will Jordan
9/8 Atina & Darrell Williams
9/19 Bill & Eydie Bowden
9/21 Billie & J.D. Chapman
9/28 Nicole & Michael Davis
9/29 Scott & Terry Walston

9/1 Lane Bowden
9/1 Dolores Hopson
9/2 Ben Bridges
9/2 Nancy Brown
9/2 Linda Fuller
9/3 Donnie Griffis
9/5 Surelle Pinkston
9/8 Peter Persons
9/9 Mary Willingham
9/10 Wayne Daughtry

Birthdays

9/10 Ben Galyean
9/10 Jim Wynens
9/13 Jake Hall
9/13 Raymond Kelley
9/13 Chris Moncrief
9/16 Matthew Moncrief
9/16 Steven Stafford
9/17 Cheryl Sjoquist
9/18 Debbie Bush
9/19 Scott Harley
9/19 John Vance
9/20 Nicole Davis
9/21 Lex Horton
9/22 Amy Hudson
9/22 Catherine Staton
9/25 Mandy Curlee
9/25 Kyle Newberry
9/25 Betty Rivers
9/26 Mark Cundiff
9/26 Sonya Dant
9/28 William Brooks
9/28 Nancy Haynes
9/29 Donald Duncan
9/30 Steve Brown
9/30 Alan Hartman
9/30 Stephen Krysalka
9/30 Brian Paul

Cup #1: Freedom from 
toddler land! I could use a 
break from singing “John 
Jacob Jingleheimer Schmidt.” 
Wednesday nights are the 
perfect middle-of-the-week 
time out, this-too-shall-pass 
break, I-have-sand-in-my-hair 
reprieve—and I also have 
to potty train my child? Say 
what?!

Cup #2: There is nothing 
like peace and quiet that can 
still my mind and prepare my 
heart. The 30-minute drive 

provides just that! Adam and Jackson have boys’ night. That’s 
what works best for our family and no one minds that I come by 
myself. In the words of Cass, “That will be their special bonding 
night. We’re just glad you’re here, sugar!”

Cup #3: I crave intelligent, uninterrupted, adult conversation. I 
get to sit at a different table each week and watch you eat your 
dessert, because everyone knows I’ll never get to dinner on time. 
This way I get to know more people outside of my Sunday School 
class and choir. We’re stationed here for three more years, so I 
can’t dilly dally on my table hopping. 

Cup #4: Maybe you can’t live without ESPN or coffee. I can’t live 
without choir practice. Cass, Gerald and the choir (especially the 
feisty soprano section) fill my need to sing and laugh and I can 
totally be myself. 

Cup #5: Knowing that if I ever needed to voice a prayer or 
express gratitude, an entire room would be praying for me or 
celebrating with me. That is rare. Jake’s guiding words are a 
gentle reminder that it’s not all about me. I appreciate his humor, 
perfect timing, and, ya’ll, he doesn’t miss a thing.

We move every four years and don’t have family close by, so 
I need my cups filled quickly to prevent dehydration. HHBC 
quenches my thirst. Come check out Wednesday nights. Don’t 
forget your cups.

The Gathering
A New Opportunity for College Students and Young Adults

HHBC senior adults are invited to gather for a 
time of fellowship, food, and fun on the second 
Tuesday of each month at 11:00 a.m., from 
September through May. The senior adult group, 
Jim Dandies, meets in the Great Room for lunch, 
served about 11:30 a.m. and a program. The 
first Jim Dandies meeting for the fall will be held 
on Tuesday, September 9. The cost is $5.00 per 
person.

The programs offer topics that are inspirational, 
entertaining, motivational, informative, and 
sometimes just plain fun.

Jim Dandies is the “in” group for seniors of all 
ages.  Whether you are 50 or 100 years old, or 
somewhere in between, you can be assured that 
you will enjoy this time of sharing each month. 
Hope to see you on September 9!

Jim Dandies
A Place for All Seniors

“If anyone comes to public worship and leaves with the feeling that he has got nothing out of it, let him ask: Did 
I bring anything to it? A stubborn heart, a rebellious heart, a cold heart that cherishes its coldness, a critical mind 
that looks for objects of criticism, will not profit. It is true of public worship in high degree that only they receive 
who give. The influence of public worship, like that of electricity, is felt only where there is a capacity for receiving it. 
Stone and ice are spiritual non-conductors.” — Gates of Prayer: The New Union Prayer Book

College students and young adults have a new opportunity to 
grow in Christ together. A new small group will meet each week 
for conversations where the Bible intersects with real life and real 
questions. This group is called “The Gathering” and will include 
both HHBC college students and friends from college campuses. 
Young adults beyond college will come also; any “twenty-
something” person is invited. 

The Gathering meets on Tuesday nights at Taste and See Coffee 

Shop, beginning in September. Erin Hall, 
Ginger Gilpin, and Mark and Sara Spivey 
will lead this group of young adults. This 
group will also host social events once 
a month to grow together and connect 
with HHBC students who are away at 
college. Please pray for The Gathering 
and the unique ways that Highland Hills 
can minister to young adults.


