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Church Staff

Sundays: 
9:45 am   Sunday School
11:00am   Morning Worship
6:00pm   Vespers (Second Sundays)

Wednesdays:
8:00am   Men’s Prayer Breakfast
5:00pm   Children’s Choirs / Youth Choir
5:50pm   Family Night Supper
6:20pm   Children’s Missions
6:30pm   Prayer Service LIFE on MainStreet
7:10pm   Sanctuary Choir
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Deacon Election 
Sunday, October 19   11:00 a.m.

During morning worship, we will elect seven new deacons to serve three-year terms.

Ministry and the 
Best Marriage

By Jake Hall

Happy Anniversary! Days like these just seem to 
sneak up on you, right? A year ago, I wrote about 
all of the firsts we would experience together. In the 
time between that first article and this one, we have 
made our way through the entire cycle of the Christian 
year from Advent to Christ the King Sunday. We have 
worshiped in the morning, vespered in the evening, 
and sung the silence of Taizé on Tuesday nights. We 
have communed, baptized, and soon will bless all the 
animals. 

We have had CBF, VBS, and more than a few WOM and 
PIM meetings. Beyond that I have found that a class 
refers to itself as the Grumpy Old Men. Does that make 
them the GOMs in our particular verbiage? 

Even in this past month, you have dumped an untold 
number of gallons of ice water on me for a good cause; 
and during one season I nearly set the chapel on fire 
with the burning of the palms for no good reason. 

I tried to learn your names quickly. Apparently this gave 
me a good reputation…maybe an unwarranted one. I 
am pretty sure I simply confidently renamed a few of 
you and you just went with it to be nice. Sorry Barbara, 
I mean Helen, I mean Barbara. Your patience has far 
exceeded my memory. 

We have celebrated happy nuptials in holy matrimony 
and held each other close during final moments of 
saying goodbye. The seekers in sneakers have walked 

through the waters of baptism and the 
sneaky seniors have played more than 
their fair share of games at Jim Dandies. 
I have held my first baby dedication in 
our sanctuary and heard your promise to 
help raise up the child while choking back 
happy tears. 

I experienced the particular, provincial, 
and sometimes peculiar qualities of what 
it means to be the church in this place. 
And you know what, I am still “all in.” Last 
October we moved to Macon, jumped 
into the midst of this community, and 
fell wholeheartedly in love with Highland 
Hills. This season of introductions and 
relational romance is often referred to as 
the “honeymoon” period of the pastorate. 
But let’s be clear: the real romance at the 
heart of any community doesn’t happen 
between a pastor and a congregation but 
instead Christ and the church. 

The relationship that we must prove vital 
is that of the life and mission of Jesus and 
the life and mission of this congregation. 
We must worship, lifting up the name of 
Christ. We must open wide our doors and 
minds to the welcome of Christ for all. 
We must learn from the way of Christ as 
fellow pilgrims. We must sacrifice our lives 
for the will of God in risk-taking mission 
and ministry. That is the best of all 
marriage, and it is one to which we must 
commit our common life.

10/1 All regular Wednesday Activities
10/5
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Worship Service
10/6
7:00pm Handbells
10/7
10:00am WOM
6:30pm The Gathering at Taste & See
7:00pm PIM
10/8 All regular Wednesday Activities
10/12
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Morning Worship
 Lord’s Supper
4:30pm Touch Ministry
6:00pm Blessing of the Pets
6:30pm Deacons’ Meeting

10/13
7:00pm Handbells
10/14
11:00am Jim Dandies Luncheon
6:30pm The Gathering at Taste & See
10/15 All regular Wednesday Activities
10/19
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Morning Worship
 Deacon Election
10/20
7:00pm Handbells
10/21
6:30pm The Gathering at Taste & See
7:00pm Taize Service in Chapel
10/22 All regular Wednesday Activities
10/25
4:00pm Fall FamilyFest
10/26
9:45am Sunday School
11:00am Morning Worship
10/27
7:00pm Handbells
10/28
6:30pm The Gathering at Taste & See
10/29
8:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast
5:00pm Children’s Choir
5:30pm Trunk or Treat
6:00pm Hot Dog Supper
7:10pm Sanctuary Choir
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Anniversaries & Birthdays

October
Anniversaries

We Welcome October  
with Family Fun

L.M. Montgomery, 
in her classic novel 
Anne of Green Gables, 
writes, “I’m so glad I 
live in a world where 
there are Octobers.” 
October is a beautiful 
month. We welcome 
it for the crisp feeling 

that comes into the air and for the vivid 
colors that appear on the trees.

At Highland Hills Baptist Church, we 
welcome October because it is the 
month for our annual Fall FamilyFest and 
Trunk or Treat. These two events bring 
us together for the simple pleasure of 
fellowship and fun.

This year’s Fall FamilyFest will be held 
in our courtyard on Saturday, October 
25, from 4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. It 
will be an evening filled with many of 

our traditional treats – hayrides, hot 
dogs, cake walk, pumpkin decorating, 
inflatables, and much more.

Trunk or Treat is also a favorite October 
tradition. This event will be held on 
Wednesday, October 29, beginning at 
5:30 p.m. with children trick or treating 
to cars in 
the back 
parking lot, 
followed at 
6:00 p.m. 
with a hot 
dog supper 
served by our youth as a fundraiser for 
their mission trip.

October is a great month to enjoy some 
fun traditions of our church family and 
to invite your friends and neighbors 
to come and experience the beautiful 
season and fellowship of Highland Hills.

Participating in the Mission of God
By Jake Hall

10/6 Candy & Tom McMahon
10/7 Judson & Rebecca Bass
10/7 Bruce & Nora Paul
10/8 Sara & Wellborn Jones
10/11 Mark & Sara Spivey
10/25 Phineas & Rosie Mills

10/3 Katy Jones
10/4 Jeff Browne
10/4 Keith Gammons
10/7 Tilly Corbin
10/7 Emma Tatum
10/8 Ellen Scott
10/8 Cale Stich
10/8 Hunter Stringer

Birthdays

10/11 Chandler Cundiff
10/12 Davy Priester
10/15 Jon Greco
10/18 Claude Hicks
10/20 Sam Kent
10/22 Mary Farriba
10/24 Angela Blankenship
10/25 Rebecca Bass McCurdy
10/25 Chris McIntyre
10/26 Larry Brumley
10/28 Allen London
10/28 Bobby McCord
10/31 Martha Meadows

You are invited to participate in the mission of God in the world. 
Let that sink in. You get to participate in God’s ongoing creation 
of a community called the people of God. You get to participate 
in the redeeming work of Christ by taking up your cross and 
following Jesus. You are the recipients of the same indwelling of 
the Spirit of God that moved those early disciples to create the 
church. Yeah, that’s you. 

You are stakeholders in the kingdom, partners with God, or as 
Paul might phrase it: co-laborers with Christ. We don’t always see 
things that way. We don’t always act like we believe it to be true. 
Truth be told, we are tempted, myself included, to see our place 
in the community through a different lens. We are often better 
consumers of goods and services than we are disciples of Jesus. 

This place is more than just a sacred shopping mall, where there 
is an even exchange of buy-in and something to show for it. 
Church is not a place where you give and then get all of your 
religious needs met. You are not a consumer here; you are an 
important partner in God’s work. There is something different 
going on in the community called Church. This the place where 
you have the privilege of giving your all to God, for Christ’s sake, 
in the Spirit’s power…and participating in God-sized work.

Numbers sometimes indicate truths about our faithfulness. Look 
past the numbers and remember that they represent our calling 
to ministry. Ask yourself, “How am I participating in God’s work?” 
Do you find it difficult to connect the columns and rows to the 
mission and ministry of the church? Pause and ask how these 
figures name our faithful responsibility to each other and to God.

Ask yourself, “Have how I been responsible to tithe the money 
AND talent AND time I have been given? How are these gifts 
being used for God in this place?” The key here is “and,” not 
“or.” God works in and with and through this community of faith. 
During this stewardship season, I challenge you to participate 
in fulfilling this call. In this season, we celebrate the work of this 
congregation. In presenting our plans for next year, we will name 
the connections between money and mission. 

A budget is a missional document. It is not just a spending 
authorization form or a financial instrument; it names our 
mission and ministry. A budget arranges in columns and rows 
the resources required to fulfill the mission of God that we have 
discerned. 

Today, we are facing a shortfall in our annual giving. Before we 
can really dream together about where God may be calling us 
next, we must deal with where we are at present. What would 
really happen if we ended the year with a deficit? The church 
would not end. What would happen if we ended the year with 
offerings that are more than we can even project or imagine at 
present? Well, that kind of faithfulness can change the world, at 
least this little corner of it. That kind of faithfulness lets us afford 
to dream new dreams, expand ministries and provide for the 
future. 

So, I am asking you, give to that future. Remember that what we 
are talking about in giving is participating in the mission of God 
in the world. You are invited to name the gifts you have been 
given as resources for God to do amazing things in this world, 
through this family of faith.

The Blessing of  
the Pets

Our family of faith includes those who walk beside 
us each day and those who have gone before us. 
The blessings of those we have known continue 
long after the person is gone. On Sunday, 
November 2, our church will pause to remember 
those persons from our congregation who have 
died in the past year. This tradition helps us honor 
those who have walked before us and those who 
have made Highland Hills a strong and vibrant 
family of faith.

This year, we will prayerfully call the names of: 
Marvin Brown, Ann Bruner, Maxine Cardwell, 
Doe DuPree, Juanita Krysalka, J.W. Meadows, Jim 
Schaaf, and Ruth Wise.

We will affirm the gifts of life and eternal life that 
God granted them and grants us all. Make plans 
to attend this meaningful and moving service.

All Saints Day 
Remembrance

All of you pet lovers know that pets bring 
life, love, and companionship into our 
homes on a daily basis. They are a part of 
our families and a special gift from God. 
Whether the pet is a dog, cat, bird, or pot 
bellied pig, they give much more love than 
they receive. Pets have a special place in 
our hearts and love us unconditionally. 

On Sunday evening, October 12, our 
church will celebrate our pets by blessing 
them as a part of God’s creation. We will 
gather in the courtyard for the service of 
blessing and then each pet will receive an 
individual blessing and a treat for being so 
well behaved.

Please have your pet caged or on a leash 
and join us for the second Sunday service 
as we bless our pets and give thanks for all 
of God’s creation

Smoked Turkey Sale for Passport Mission Trip
Wed. Oct. 1 – Sun. Nov. 2
For the past few years, the youth of our church have sold Boston 
Butts during the Christmas season to help support the cost of 
their mission trip. They will still be doing the same during the 
month of November. Last year they added a turkey sale for 
Thanksgiving; it was such a big hit that they are doing it again 
this year. Charlie Barton will be smoking the turkeys. Orders for 
the turkeys will be taken throughout the month of October. They 
will be given out on Wednesday, November 12. Please let us know 
how many turkeys you would like and include your check or cash 
when you order.

Whole Boneless Turkey Breast: $50   
(Approx. 8-10 lbs.)

Half Boneless Turkey Breast: $30   
(Approx. 4-5 lbs.)

Whole Bone-In Traditional Turkey: $30  
(Approx. 12 lbs.)


