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Church Staff

Sundays: 
9:45 am   Sunday School
11:00am   Morning Worship
6:00pm   Vespers (Second Sundays)

Wednesdays:
8:00am   Men’s Prayer Breakfast
5:00pm   Children’s Choirs / Youth Choir
5:50pm   Family Night Supper
6:20pm   Children’s Missions
6:30pm   Prayer Service LIFE on MainStreet
7:10pm   Sanctuary Choir
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Thanksgiving Service 
Tuesday, November 25

6:00pm   Family Night Supper
6:30pm   Thanksgiving Service and Communion

Consider the 
Season

By Jake Hall

Seasons change. We have enjoyed the changing of the 
seasons here in Middle Georgia. The leaves are falling 
and so are the temps. The orange of fall with lovely 
pumpkins matches the orange of the Mercer Bears. 
Neighbors are lighting fire pits and shopping for holiday 
treats; it’s time to prepare for a new season. 

November is the time that marks a transition from 
fall festivities to the family holiday traditions. We are 
closer to Thanksgiving when we gather and name the 
blessings of the year. Next, Black Friday shopping, 
Christmas parties, and live nativities add excitement to 
this season. The days seem to pile in quickly after that 
point with the many holiday events; the full calendar 
can seem to fuel up the pace until this season feels 
like lightning speed. Before you know it, Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day will have passed and you may find 
yourself firmly in the calendar year 2015, still writing 
2014 on your checks. 

Don’t let the time slip past without reflection. 

In the church, one of the ways that we reflect about 
time is by celebrating the Christian year. This cycle of 
texts and liturgies guides our life together in worship. 
It is unlike any other calendar that guides your life. 
Hallmark has a calendar of “holy” days that we mark 
on the calendar. If you look closely, there is a card 
for every occasion. Fiscal years help business and 
corporations plan effectively for their financial health. 

Some are January to December, like our 
calendar year, but often they are July - 
June. The Christian year, our calendar of 
worship, is a cycle that follows the life of 
Jesus. The days of the Christian year focus 
on Jesus’ teaching and reflect upon his 
death and resurrection. The Christian year 
marks the passing of time by telling and 
retelling the story of God’s redemption 
of the world from the birth of Jesus to the 
birth of the church. We need these days 
to remind us of the true story that shapes 
our lives.

November 23, Christ the King Sunday, 
celebrates the end of the present season 
of Ordinary Time and the beginning of 
Advent the following Sunday. It is, in the 
Christian year, the end of the year. This 
day, that marks the passing of one year to 
another, makes a claim: at the end of it all, 
Christ is King. What if you used this day to 
set your spiritual resolutions for the next 
year? What goals do you have for yourself 
spiritually? Will you commit to worship 
more frequently? Will you give more 
faithfully? Will you commit to growing in 
Christian study and in serving the least of 
these? 

This season can be time to take stock and 
consider your spiritual resolutions as we 
begin to prepare for the coming Christ 
child next month. 

11/1 8:30am Grounds Work Day & Lunch

11/2 All Saints Day
 9:45am Sunday School
 11:00am Morning Worship
   Children’s Worship 
   Deacon Election

11/3 7:00pm Handbells

11/4 6:30pm PIM/WOM Int’l Mission Study
 6:30pm The Gathering at Taste & See 

11/5 All regular Wednesday activities
 Town Hall Meeting during Prayer Service

11/9 Children’s Sunday
 9:45am Sunday School
 11:00am Morning Worship
 12:00pm Missions Committee Lunch

11/9 Children’s Sunday continued
 4:30pm Touch Ministry
 6:00pm Deacons’ Meeting

11/10 7:00pm Handbells

11/11  11:00am Jim Dandies Luncheon
 6:30pm The Gathering at Taste & See

11/12 All regular Wednesday activities

11/16 9:45am Sunday School
 11:00am Morning Worship
 12:00pm Women’s Advent Event
 6:00pm Youth Bonfire at Ben Browne’s

11/17  7:00pm Handbells 

11/18  6:30pm The Gathering at Taste & See  
 7:00pm Taize Service in Chapel 

11/19 All regular Wednesday activities
 
11/23  9:45am Sunday School
 11:00am Morning Worship/Christ the King
 6:00pm Hanging of the Green & Supper

11/24 7:00pm No Handbells
11/25  6:00pm Thanksgiving Dinner & Communion
 7:10pm Sanctuary Choir

11/26 8:00am Men’s Prayer Breakfast
 No Wednesday Evening Activities

11/27-28 Office Closed

11/30 First Sunday of Advent
 9:45am Sunday School
 11:00am Morning Worship
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Anniversaries & Birthdays

November
Anniversaries

The Hanging of the Green
Sunday, November 23

As we prepare our hearts and lives 
for the Advent season, we joyfully 
prepare our sanctuary for this 
special time of celebration. On 
Sunday evening, November 23, we 
will gather in the Great Room for 
fellowship and a breakfast supper at 
6:00 p.m. 

Following the meal, our church 
family will gather in the sanctuary for 
the Hanging of the Green service. 
The Youth Choir will lead us in song 
as our sanctuary is adorned with 
the beautiful wreaths, garland, and 
candles that set the scene each year 
and prepare us for the celebration 
of Advent. Join us for this service 

of preparation as we anticipate this 
season and the celebration of the 
birth of the Christ child. 

Children’s Sunday
Sunday, November 9

11/2 Adam & Angela Blankenship
11/4 Glen & Glenda Edwards
11/5 Ellen & Thomas Scott
11/7 Bryan & Cyndie Vance
11/12 Alisa & Ches Rehberg
11/14  Allen & Eve London
11/18 Alison & Andrew Barrett
11/20 Cheryl & Wayne Sjoquist
11/24 King & Virginia Solomon
11/26 Gary & Jean Keene

11/1 Joe Glymph
11/2 Joe McLendon
11/4 Will Jordan
11/4 Jimmy McCook
11/5 Joshua Fuller
11/6 Leeanne Bates
11/6 David Meeks
11/6 Todd Newton
11/7 Lyn Hicks
11/9 Leah Leverett

Birthdays

11/10 Pam Kent
11/12 Honey Miscall
11/12 Nora Paul
11/12 Jim Woodard
11/13 Billy Anderson
11/13 Billie Chapman
11/14 Gene Cook
11/15 Caitlin Brown
11/16 Anna Kathryn Walston
11/17 Marcus Simmons
11/18 Adam Blankenship
11/18 Lauren Harbin
11/19 Dawn Nash
11/20 Eliot Gammons
11/20 Jo Ann Otto
11/23 Holly Arnold
11/23 Neil Heath
11/25 Kathleen Medlin
11/26 Eve London
11/27 Nancy Aldridge
11/27 Wayne Sjoquist
11/27 Patty Stringer
11/28 Gary Keene
11/28 Marcia Powers
11/29 Rooster Cogburn
11/29 Mary Hendrickson
11/30 Teresa Pierce

One of the responsibilities that we are given is to raise our 
children to know and serve God. We are the ones who carry the 
light of Christ in our lives and who reveal that light to those whom 
God has entrusted to our care. At Highland Hills, we seek to do 
this through Bible study where children learn the love story of 
God, through choir where they learn the songs and stories of our 
faith, and through mission classes where they learn to express 
and share their faith. These are just a few of the means that we 
use to ignite the light of Christ in their lives.

On Children’s Sunday, we get to see, hear, and feel the way that 
God is touching the lives of our children. We get to see them 
express their faith as they sing songs of praise and offer prayers 
of hope. We get to turn over the reigns of leadership on this 
Sunday so that our children can know the joy and responsibility 
of worship.

Join us on Sunday, November 9, during the morning worship hour 
as our children lead us into God’s presence. Let us surround 
them with our support and our prayers as we reaffirm our 
commitment to sharing the light of Christ with them.

Women’s Advent 
Gathering
The lights of Advent speak to us of mystery 
and of longing. They illuminate our homes with 
warmth and tenderness. The lighting of the 
candles of an Advent wreath helps us to piece 
together the story of Christmas. By the time 
the last candle is lit, we have told the sacred 
story again and it has illuminated our lives with 
hope and love.

Preparing for the season of Advent and 
Christmas is a part of the celebration of God’s 
gift. Each year Highland Hills hosts an Advent 
gathering for women. The purpose of this event 
is to set aside some moments for worship and 
reflection. It gives us the opportunity to come 
together and prepare our hearts for the coming 
of Christ.

This year the Women’s Advent Gathering is 
titled “Illuminated – The Story Becoming Light.” 
We will gather on Sunday, November 16, from 
12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. in the Great Room. The 
afternoon will include lunch. The cost will be 
$5 and reservations are required. You can make 
your reservation by calling the church office or 
signing your name to one of the sign-up lists 
located around the church.

Our Family Gives Thanks
Tuesday, November 25
All of our families have special Thanksgiving traditions that we 
like to share year after year. Our church family is no exception. 
One of our traditions takes place on the Tuesday before 
Thanksgiving, when our church family—children, youth, and 
adults—gather in the Great Room for our midweek meal, 
which includes turkey, dressing, and all the fixings. This year’s 
Thanksgiving meal and communion will be on Tuesday evening, 
November 25.

Following the meal, we will share in a service of Thanksgiving 
and communion, thanking God for all of our blessings and for 
the ultimate gift Christ gave to us. 

Join us for this special tradition as our church family celebrates 
Thanksgiving and shares in communion together.

If you do not have a standing supper reservation, please call the 
office by Monday, November 24, to make a reservation.

Boston Butt Fundraiser for 
Youth Missions
You can support the youth of HHBC in their summer mission 
work by purchasing delicious smoked Boston Butts, cooked by 
Charlie Barton.  The 5–7-pound Boston Butts, which cost $35 
each, can be pre-ordered beginning Wednesday, November 5. 
The meat freezes well and will make your holiday meals quick 
and easy! Don’t forget, they also make great gifts!

The deadline to order and pay is Wednesday, December 3. You 
can pick up the Boston Butts on Wednesday, December 10, at 
7:00 p.m. at the church.

Place your orders by completing 
an order form (in the church office 
or Great Room) and including 
cash or check.  Orders may 
also be placed online at www.
highlandhillsbaptist.org.

Tailgate with HHBC!
Saturday, November 15
You’re invited to tailgate with HHBC before the 
Mercer football game on Saturday, November 
15, at 1:00 p.m. Wear your orange and black 
and come out to Mercer’s campus for lunch, 
games, and fun! The tailgate party will honor 
the memory of Dr. Bill Shirley, who played 
football at Mercer in the late 1930s and early 
1940s. Dr. Shirley was a member of the last 
team to take the field before the “Bears came 
back” in 2013.

Lunch will be catered by the HoneyBaked 
Ham Company for $8.00 per person. Make 
reservations by calling or emailing the church 
office or at www.highlandhillsbaptist.org.


