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Short-term Mission Teams 

   We are preparing to host at least four short-term 

mission teams this year.  The participation of these 

talented teams is essential to how we have 

organized our ministry.  Working closely with local 

partners, we recruit and place teams in service areas 

where the local partner’s abilities along with the 

mission team’s contribution can be maximized.   

   Among several things changing in CBF -- see the 

new logo below – Global Missions has decided to 

examine the effectiveness and appropriateness of 

short-term mission teams.  For those who have 

participated on a short-term mission trip before, you 

will likely notice that the process will require a bit 

more of you including background checks and 

liability waivers, as well as more intentional follow-

up after the trip.  We will keep you up to date with 

the changes as you prepare to bring your team! 
 

Forming Together 
   CBF has changed its logo and branding.  Gone is 

the “isn’t that just like AT&T’s” ribbon world and a 

“world without borders.”  The new logo is: 

 
   In addition to the new look, CBF has a new 

website address and we have new email addresses: 

www.cbf.net; Shane: smcnary@cbf.net; Dianne:  

dmcnary@cbf.net 
 

Meeting Together 
   For a few months now, I (Shane) have been 

planning the logistics for a meeting of CBF Field 

Personnel which will be held the last of April/early 

May.  It is my hope that this meeting will give us an 

opportunity to meet for a time of learning, teaching, 

encouragement, and fellowship.  We have some 

serious things to discuss as well about the 

significant changes coming to CBF Global 

Missions.   

   As we gather, please remember us in your 

prayers.  Fifty-six participants from USAmerica, 

Europe, the Middle East, and North Africa will be 

travelling to attend the meeting.  In addition to a full 

agenda, there is a marriage enrichment program 

being offered to couples who wanted to participate.   
 

Ministry Update and looking forward 
   Education – For those who have given to support 

the Samuel Preschool/Community center in Vazec, 

we are thankful for your faithfulness.  Though we 

cannot today confirm that a building has been 

purchased, we can share that the delay we 

experienced last year with our local partners has 

been addressed and we continue to nudge them 

forward.  We will hose three teams in Vazec this 

year in coordination with the local non-profit.  The 

local school was thrilled to welcome our teams back 

to assist in conversational English.  When visiting 

in the Roma settlement a couple of weeks ago, 

dozens of children came running out screaming my 

name, asking when we would have another camp! 

As many of you are preparing to come to Vazec this 

year, know that these children are prepared for you!   

   Medical Ministries – continuing and expanding 

her focus on providing education about basic 

medical topics, Dianne will partner again this year 

with a network of schools and community centers in 

north-central Slovakia.  This ministry can use 

volunteers with a healthcare background (medical 

students, nurses, physicians, dentists) who are able 

to teach.  If you are interested, email Dianne. 

   Church/faith-sharing ministries – Shane was 

one of the founding members of the organization 

Word for the World-Slovakia.  The purpose of the 

organization is to be the legal holder of the 

copyright of the East Slovakia Romani translation 

of Scripture. Last November, the New Testament 

was presented and by all accounts well-received.  In 

recognition of this success – and the years of hard 

work of the team of translators and South African 

missionary Pierre van Vuuren – a grant is making 

possible the translation of the Old Testament.  The 

work on the translation projects begins this month!  

Please pray for this team.  If you are interested in 

supporting the publication of these Bibles, your 

contributions can be sent to our Project #89751. 

When you send your contribution, please let us 

know so we will be sure to look for it and be aware 

of its purpose.  We have invested approximately 

$1,000 in this work already. 

      Cinobana – ten years ago this month Shane 

visited Lucenec and Cinobana for the first time.  

Since then Shane has led numerous Bible studies, 

we have hosted more than half a dozen short term 

ministry teams, and have invested tens of thousands 

of dollars in the ministry.  Today this ministry is 

locally-led, self-supporting, and continues to 

expand its witness in the community.  Shane still 

leads Bible study there because of the precious 

relationships built over the years.  We still have 

interest from short-term mission teams to serve in 
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Cinobana and Lucenec.  We will host another one 

this year which will include a shift in ministry focus 

as we include encouraging and equipping local 

teachers and ministry workers. 

   English Bible Study – impressed with how 

meaningful it was for us to attend the Pastor’s Bible 

Studies at Vestavia Hills Baptist in Alabama and 

First Baptist Church in Athens, Georgia last 

November, we returned to Slovakia and asked our 

colleagues, Tanya and Jon Parks, if they were 

interested in having a Bible study time in English.  

They responded that they had been thinking of this 

for a while and would be very interested.  We meet 

once per week and study the Lectionary Texts for 

the upcoming Sunday.  Other English-speaking 

Missionaries are attending as well.  Just this week 

we relocated to a room at the Baptist Church in 

Kosice because we would have more space than in 

one of our homes.  We look forward to having more 

participants in this Bible study in the future.  

   Poverty/Transformation Development – In 

addition to several requests for food aid, we have 

provided annual support for the food ministry in 

Lucenec/Cinobana.  Peter, one of the students we 

provide a scholarship for, sought me out to let me 

know how he was doing with his grades.  He has 

one more year ahead of him and is doing really, 

really well.  “Only one ‘C’,” he told me as he 

blushed at the thought of not doing better.  We have 

also made a commitment to support Tomas with a 

scholarship.  He begins vocational school this fall 

and we have confidence that the network of support 

we have formed for him will be successful.   

    

   What is being planned for the future?   

   Housing - There is one new initiative we hope 

will finally gain traction this year.  Conversations 

about addressing housing issues have been ongoing 

for years.  Our first contact with the Fuller Center 

for Housing was so long ago that they have changed 

their partner covenant since then!  Because we are 

firmly committed to only partnering with local 

people (that means people who were born and will 

buried here), we have been praying that God would 

call out a group of people interested in housing 

ministry we could work with.  God began to move 

again in this area several months ago.   

   In the year ahead, our goal is to help a group of 

locals form a partner organization for the Fuller 

Center.  We have also spoken with our colleagues 

Tanya and Jon Parks – who had also expressed an 

interest in housing ministry after arriving three 

years ago – and hope to collaborate closely with 

them.  Pray for this ministry. It will have a 

transformational impact on communities around 

Slovakia. 

   Relationships – key to each of the ministries 

we’ve mentioned above are personal relationships 

with friends and partners in ministry.  This includes 

you as you pray and give and serve on short-term 

mission teams.  Connecting friends who need a new 

website for their Roma organization with a friend 

who designs websites is one way we are using our 

relationships this month.  Networking with others in 

genuine relationships is not so much a type of 

ministry as it is a ministry lifestyle. 

   Other things as assigned – It is likely that Shane 

will continue to serve this year on the Board of 

Trustees for CBF partner school IBTSC-

Amsterdam.  Shane was named as one of the 

permanent representatives of the Baptist World 

Alliance to the United Nations in Geneva.  CBF has 

been tapped to serve as the connector-partner for the 

BWA’s Freedom and Justice ministry with the 

United Nations.  This will open up opportunities to 

partner with what the European Baptist Federation’s 

focus on religious liberty as well as justice issues 

including justice for Roma. 

 

This newsletter looks more like an extended 

resume!  However, I encourage you to read it as a 

testimony of what your gifts to the Offering for 

Global Missions and in support of our ministry 

projects enables; what your prayers for us 

empowers; and what you will experience as you 

partner with us as participants on a short-term 

mission team.  So, this is really more about you and 

your partnership with us.  Glad we are forming this 

ministry together! 
 

McNary Projects - Make sure to include a note 

indicating MCNARY PROJECT along with the 

project number in your description as well.   

SK/CZ Roma Mission Support (Project #89751) 

Roma Health & Hunger (Project #89754) 

Samuel Project (Project #89757) 

Mail checks to: CBF, PO Box 102972, Atlanta, 

GA 30368-2972 or give online at CBF.net (you will 

need to enter a project number).  It is also possible 

to set up a recurring gift. 

If you have set up a recurring gift, please remember 

to keep your bank card information up to date. 

When your card expires, your gifts stop. 

Shane & Dianne McNary                                                                                                                 February 2015 
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