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The Chiming of the Hour

The Organ Prelude	 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”	 Noel Rawsthorne

The Call to Worship		  Scott Nash
On Sundays and Mondays, 
on good days and bad days,

early in the morning and very late at night, 
here in this room, and out in the world, God, we long for you to break in.

Meet us in this space. 
Surprise us with your presence.

Fill this room with your good news.
With hope, we sing, we worship, we pray. Amen!

The Invocation and Welcome to Worship		  Caitlin Childers Brown
The Lord be with you
And also with you.

*The Hymn of Procession 95	 “Prepare the Royal Highway”	 BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN

The Lighting of the Candle of Hope		  John and Linda Jarrard
In a world full of fear, where do you see hope?
We see hope when we look to the next generation. We feel hopeful when we gather together. We know hope, 
deep in our bones, when we dream of a better world.

You are right. Even in a fearful world, hope is all around us. Today we light the candle of hope as a reminder of this 
good news. 
May this flicker of light help us remember that we have reason to hope.
Thanks be to God! Amen.

A Reading from the Old Testament	 Lamentations 33:55-57	 Renee Bennett
I call on your name, O Lord,
	 from the depths of the pit;
you heard my plea, “Do not close your ear
	 to my cry for help, but give me relief!”
You came near when I called on you;
	 you said, “Do not fear!”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Children’s Message 		  Sydney Spivey

The Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer		  Cameron Schroeder

continued...

Inbreaking God, every time we read the story of 
Zechariah in the temple, we remember that you are a 
God who draws near.
You are a God who breaks into the messy middle of our 
lives to bring good news. You are a God who sees our 
fears and offers words of comfort.

So once more we quiet the racing thoughts in our minds.
And as we do, we bring our prayers of gratitude and 
lament to you.

God, today we are grateful for the beauty of nature as we 
welcome a new season.
Thank you for the contagious joy of children.
Thank you for homemade meals and the kindness of 
strangers.
Thank you for music that buoys our spirits, and 
scripture that points to your presence.

We know, too, that Zechariah and Elizabeth were no 
strangers to grief or longing. We know that for years they 
prayed for a child that never came.



So, this morning we also pray for those, who like them, 
have longed for children and found grief instead.

We pray for those who lie in hospital beds, desperate for 
good news.
We pray for those who cannot put food on the table 
and wonder how they’ll keep the lights on.

We pray for children who feel overlooked, and for adults 
who feel heartbreakingly alone.
God, the hurt and longing in this world is enough to 
leave us speechless.

Moment of silence to offer personal prayers of gratitude 
and lament

So just as you did for Zechariah, speak to us. Remind us 
that we are not alone and that our prayers have been 
heard. And as you do, and as we wait, we join our voices 
together to pray the prayer your son taught us to pray, 
saying,
Our Father . . . 

Zion hears the watchmen sing,
her heart leaps for joy,

she awakes and gets up in haste.
Her friend comes from heaven in his splendor,

strong in mercy, mighty in truth.
Her light becomes bright,

her star rises.

Now come, you worthy crown,
Lord Jesus, God’s son!

Hosanna!
We all follow

to the hall of joy
and share in the Lord’s supper.

The Message	 What Do You Fear? In the Time of Herod, We Long for God to Break In	 Ethan Brown

*The Hymn of Response 88	 “Blest Be the God of Israel”	 MERLE’S TUNE

The Opportunities for Service		  Cameron Schroeder

The Organ Postlude	 “Savior of the Nations, Come”	 Johann S. Bach

The Benediction		  Ethan Brown

*The Hymn of Offering 105	 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”	 ES IST EIN ROS

*The Prayer of Giving		  Kam Cook

The Offertory	 “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”	 Paul Manz

*The Doxology 706	 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”	 OLD 1OOTH

A Reading from the New Testament	 Luke 1:5-13	 Ethan Brown
In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. 
His wife was descended from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous 
before God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had no 
children because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years.
Once when he was serving as priest before God during his section’s turn of duty, he was chosen by lot, according 
to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord to offer incense. Now at the time of the incense 
offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, 
standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified, and fear overwhelmed 
him. But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will 
bear you a son, and you will name him John.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Anthem	 “Zion Hears the Watchman Singing”	 J.S. Bach 
	 from Watchet Auf!! Ruft Uns die Stimme 
	 Rich Kosowski, tenor


